
 

THE AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS' 

ASSOCIATION 
 

President: Bob Wyatt 
Past Presidents: Donald Doughty, Stanley Edge, Bert Hadley and Freddie Henry 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 

HELD AT THE DUN COW, DUNCHURCH  CV22 6NJ 

 

AT 11.00 AM ON SUNDAY 10th JULY 2016 

 

 

Present Andy Lowe    Chairman A7CA; MA7C 

Bob Wyatt    President 

Chris Garner    Vice Chairman A7CA; PWA7C 

Howard Annett   Magazine Distribution and Back Issues; A7OC 

Roger Brown    Registrar A7CA 

Gill Davis    750 MC; CA7VCC 

Hazel Gore    Advertising A7CA and MA7C 

Phil Baildon    Archivist A7CA 

Hugh Barnes    CA7 & VCC 

Nick Beck    SA7C; BA7C 

Jim Blacklock    Arrow Register 

Chris Charles    Webmaster A7CA 

David Cochrane   Pram Hood Register 

Arthur Davies    MA7C 

Janet Edroff    750 MC; CA7VCC 

Steve Hodgson   Worthing Gp 

Roger Price    Online A7C 

Bob Prophet    Secretary A7CA; MA7C; PWA7C 

 

Apologies Graham Baldock   Public Relations A7CA; EA7C; HA7C 

Chris Heeley    Treasurer A7CA; PWA7C 

Dave Martin    Assistant Archivist 

Ed Waugh    Editor The Grey Mag; PWA7C 

Brem Bremner-Smith   MA7C 

Ian Mason-Smith   Dorset A7C 

Paul Maulden    Norfolk A7C 

Dave Orange    EA7C 

Charlie Plain-Jones   PWA7C; 750 MC 

Angie Smith    Solent A7C 

Robin Taylor    Austin Big Seven Register 

Mike Ward    Hereford A7C 

John Williams    SWA7C 

  



            Action 

Welcome 
 

1.  The Chairman welcomed the meeting to The Dun Cow, Dunchurch, where the 

Association first met to form the Association some years ago.  He said that he was 

delighted to welcome, also, Bob Wyatt, the President, whom he congratulated on 

being made recently the first honorary Alderman of Wokingham.  The Chairman 

then told the meeting that those who wanted lunch (which delegates should pay for 

before leaving) should order from the menu: lunch would be served in the Meeting 

Room at 1.00 pm.  The Vice Chairman then announced to much applause that Chris 

Charles, the Webmaster, had recently taken a First Class Honours degree in 

Mechanical Engineering at Sussex University. 

 

Minutes of the previous Meeting 

 

2.  The Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 10th January 2016, having been 

previously circulated, were proposed by Chris Garner, seconded by Gill Davis, were 

accepted as a true record of proceedings by all present and were duly signed. 

 

Matters Arising 
 

3.  There were no matters arising. 

 

Chairman's Report 
 

4.  The Chairman announced that he would stand down at the next AGM by which 

time he would have been in the chair for five years.  He then reported that he had 

finally succeeded in speaking to Simon Carr at the British Motor Museum with a 

view to holding an Open Day there to celebrate the 95th birthday of the Austin Seven.  

He said that Simon Carr had seemed a trifle vague and/or lukewarm about holding 

such an event; the Chairman went on to suggest Coventry Motor Museum who 

would organise the function themselves but there were concerns about security in a 

public area.  Gill Davis suggested Cofton Park but this was dismissed as being 

expensive and devoid of other attractions.  After much discussion of those possible 

venues and of a host of others including Avoncroft (not really suitable or big 

enough), Attwell-Wilson Museum (too small), Birmingham's Centenary Square 

(security not good) and Curborough.  The Vice Chairman agreed with Curborough 

as being very appropriate to coincide with an Austin Seven Track Day and having 

plenty of room.  It was agreed to pursue further the possible use of Curborough. 

 

5.  The Chairman went on to say that he had been to France to Laôn which had 

boasted 1025 entries and a road run – an excellent trip.  He had been, also, to 

Stanford Hall to the long-standing MA7C Rally, he had visited the excellent 

gathering at Wollaton Park where there was a large autojumble and many entries, 

he had joined the Bristol A7C gathering where it rained and he had been to Beaulieu 

where the weather had been good and there was a good autojumble. 

 

Secretary's Report 
 

6.  The Secretary announced that he had little to report except a recent e-mail 

offering a 1938 Ruby for sale in France.  He said that details were awaited and that 

he would publish them as soon as he received them. 
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Treasurer's Report 
 

7.  In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman explained that the account was still 

healthy and that the report on the first six months would be attached to the Minutes.  

The Chairman was aware that the Treasurer had not yet received all Club dues but 

that this would be rectified in the forthcoming couple of weeks. 

 

Information 

 

8.  Magazine. As the Editor had been unable to attend the meeting, he had filed a 

report that he had received a few calls from people not liking the website on the 

cover of the Grey Mag; he explained that it had not been his decision but that it had 

been sorted and was back to normal from this issue on.  He reported that the C issue 

of the Grey Mag had a couple of very interesting articles in it.  Also, he had spoken 

to a couple of people at Beaulieu who agreed to write an article.  He apologised that 

2016C had been put together rather hurriedly as he was nursing his father following 

the removal of a kidney: despite this, father had proof-read the Mag in his hospital 

bed and was now better.  The Editor then appealed for more articles. 

 

9.  Grey Mag Index.  Howard Annett told the meeting that he had cajoled Lavenham 

Press into printing at very short notice 1250 copies of the Index of the past ten years 

of The Grey Mag.  He said that he would distribute them with The Grey Mag after 

the meeting.  He said proudly that Ron Hayhurst was not aware that the Index had 

been printed! 

 

10.  Website. The Webmaster – fresh from being awarded his excellent degree – told 

the meeting that the website was ticking over nicely and smoothly; in the period 

between April and the meeting there had been 4583 page hits, a 7.2% reduction 

compared to the same period last year.  58.72% of these visits were from people who 

hadn't visited the website before.  He reported that the most popular part of the site 

continued to be the Chassis Register and the listing of Member Clubs.  The online 

Chassis Register search facility had been used 1933 times this quarter, a 17% 

increase on the same period last year, which is great as more and more people 

naturally use this search rather than the Excel downloads.  He was investigating the 

possibility of whether a more real-time version of this could be incorporated into the 

website whilst still enabling the downloading of the Excel spreadsheets.  He 

promised further updates in due course.  He continued that the sub-website for the 

Archive Project was well under development; it would maintain a simple approach 

and would explore the methods by which each collection could be presented in the 

best possible way for the user.  Finally, he asked members to keep sending in any 

updates, news items and event listings to keep the website up to date.  He said that 

a few remaining Warwick DVDs were still available! 

 

11.  Advertising. Hazel told the meeting that advertising space for 2016C had taken 

6¾ pages and that £114.50 had been received for the period April to July 2016; this 

brought the total for 2016 to £1628.64.  Gill Davies questioned the advertising 

income compared with previous years: Hazel was not sure but promised to look it 

up.  Hugh Barnes observed that some advertisements were rather prominent or 

dominant in The Grey Mag.  The Vice Chairman advised that advertisements were 

now at the end of their re-vamped PWA7C Newsletter.  Jim Blacklock suggested 

that advertisements in a block at the end would make the Editor's job easier.  Howard 
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Annett suggested putting text and advertisements on opposite pages.  Hazel was 

asked by the Chairman to discuss the various possibilities with the Editor. 

 

Archivist 
 

12.  Hugh Barnes started the ball rolling by saying that: 

 

 The Project continued and steady progress was being made. 

 Further sorting and rationalisation of the collection had taken place; 

unnecessary and irrelevant items had been removed from the collection and 

any non-Austin items (such as Stanley Edge's file on the period he worked 

for Clayton DeWandre) had been sorted out 

 Homes were being sought for the non-Austin materials, although this was 

not a priority 

 The photo collection was now all in one place; this was the team's next 

priority for sorting, ordering and cataloguing 

 The Catalogue had been updated and now contained records for all 

Handbooks and Parts Lists 

 Sources of missing Handbooks and Parts Lists were being investigated  

 An HLF Grant had been considered seriously but had been put on hold for 

the time being.  The amount of time, information required etc was not 

considered a good return on investment.  He said that the team may revisit 

this in the future 

 The first tranche of digitisation by Hampshire County Council was now 

complete and awaited collection 

 Trophy storage had been extended and that the Association had an 

arrangement for a year's secure storage 

 Discussions had been held with the Association Web Master who had agreed 

to develop the Association Web site to display Archive digital images 

 Publicity for the Project was continuing with regular updates appearing in 

The Grey Mag and Club Magazines and Newsletters.  He thanked all Editors 

for their help 

 The Team continued to explore options for a more permanent home for the 

collection in either an academic institution or a respected library but that they 

had had a number of surprising rebuttals (BMM wanted to be given 

ownership and Birmingham Library seemed uninterested) 

 The Team were still searching for a Digital Archivist: they had had one 

enquiry from an eminently suitable candidate but that didn't progress very 

far; filling that position was still an important step for the long term 

 Of the original £5000 granted to the Project, they had spent £977.24 on 

training, trophy cleaning and other odd expenses and were committed to 

£2876.25 for the first tranche of digital images from HCC - a total of 

£3853.50; this left £1146.50.  The team had recommended that the 

Webmaster receive an Honorarium of £1000 for his work on the website 

(Hugh made it clear that this was not an insignificant piece of work which, 

if done commercially, would have cost at least 3 times that amount with 

continuing annual costs for maintenance etc).  Hugh had received a quote 

(£1625) for the next tranche of digitisation (all the show brochures).  With 

£1146.50 still in the account and future expenditure of £2625 planned, that 

gave a shortfall of £1478.50.  Hugh then proposed that a further £5000 be 
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agreed for the Project, leaving some £3500 available for future digitisation 

work 

 The team was planning an Open Day at Lubenham, Leicestershire, on 14th 

August to which all were invited 

 

 [Secretary's Note.  All are encouraged to visit the Archives: there is no entry fee, 

there is plenty of parking, and there is a pub (The Coach and Horses) nearby awaiting 

your custom.  Clubs are asked to advertise this Open Day in their Newsletters.] 
 

13.  The Archivist then took the stand and advised that an original Ruby Handbook 

was on its way from New Zealand (apparently by sea).  He told of a joint project 

with the Austin Ten Drivers' Club to identify and translate into modern technology 

every Austin paint colour.  He explained that he had been asked by an owner when 

the shock absorber material had changed from lignum vitae to rubber: he had found 

the answer in the bowels of the Archives.  The Vice Chairman noted that he had met 

David Howe to discuss an/the Austin 7 Parts List. 

 

14.  Roger Price proposed and Gill Davis seconded the proposal that the Association 

allocate a further £5k (which would include the £1k honorarium to the Webmaster) 

to the Archive project: all present agreed.  Hugh thanked the Association for its 

confidence in the work done already and in the work yet to be done. 

 

Registrar 
 

22.  Roger Brown told the meeting that he had continued to administer the Register 

which consisted of 11,802 recorded entries of which, in the past three months, 37 

were new records and 47 had been amended; those entries were made up of the 

following by marque: 

 

 Austin 7:        10,765 

 Austin Big 7:      635 

 Bantam:                  8 

 Dixi:                   369 

 Rosengart:            25 

 

Appointment of Association Secretary 
 

23.  The Secretary said that he had received applications from two members to fill 

the post of Association Secretary (Jim Blacklock and Hugh Barnes) both of 

Cambridge A7C.  Applicants had been invited to write a brief résumé of what s/he 

could bring to the post and those résumés had been sent to every A7CA Full Member 

Club.  Those Clubs had been asked to consult their members and vote for the 

applicant of their choice.  A7CA Associate Clubs and Registers and A7CA Overseas 

Associate Clubs and Registers had been sent the information but had not been 

eligible to vote.  The voting was very close and the Chairman declared Hugh Barnes 

the winner by a narrow margin.  He and the outgoing Secretary were asked to agree 

upon a handover date before the October meeting. 

 

Any Other Business 
 

24.  The following items were discussed: 
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 Grey Mag Index. Howard Annett said that the new Index could now be put 

on the website.  Hugh Barnes asked whether or not the previous ones could 

also be put on the website.  The answer was that, in theory it was possible as 

they were on the CD.  The Webmaster was asked to arrange this. 

 The Grey Mag. In response to a question about putting back copies of The 

Grey Mag on the website, The Chairman said that he could see no reason 

why not: Gill Davis proposed a two year gap between publishing in print and 

publishing on the website.  Discussion ensued about the removal of personal 

details and it was agreed to leave advertisers' details as they would want 

maximum publicity but to remove the personal details of private advertisers.  

The Chairman then asked if anyone was prepared to take on the task of 

redacting the past ten or more years of The Grey Mag ready for publication 

on the website.  Nobody at the meeting volunteered although at least one 

name (that of Peter Youles of The Isle of Wight) was suggested.  It was 

agreed to publish on the website after a two year delay but Clubs were asked 

to comment on the content of Club articles: they were asked to e-mail their 

comments to the Chairman or new Secretary.  The Editor was asked to 

comment on the copyright of photographs used in The Grey Mag. 

 Jack French's Garage. Attached to these Minutes is a report and update by 

Charlie Plain-Jones. 

 Red Directory. Howard Annett told the meeting that A7OC (London) will 

print some 1000 copies of which some 600 will go to their own members.  

The remaining 400 –odd will be distributed to the other UK Clubs for selling 

to members. 

 Austin 7 Motor Show Chassis.  The Archivist explained that, years ago, he 

had seen an Austin 7 Motor Show chassis in the Science Museum store at 

Wroughton.  A7CA had borrowed the prototype chassis in 1992 and 1997 

but had refused a third request in 2004 as it was behind glass in the Science 

Museum, Kensington.  He had started negotiations to borrow it for the 

Centenary Rally in 2022 – once they have located it….  He agreed to find 

out when the Wroughton Open Day was and make a foray to seek it out. 

 Brough Motor Cycle. The Chairman caused a number of jaws to drop when 

he announced that a Brough Superior Motor Cycle in far from perfect 

condition had recently sold for just over £331k at auction… 

 Veloce Publishing. The Vice Chairman told the meeting that Veloce 

Publishing were seeking an Austin 7 expert to write a booklet on buying an 

Austin 7 as part of their series on different cars.  He had spoken at length to 

Veloce and had convinced them that such a booklet was not possible because 

their standard series size was too small. 

 Membership Numbers. The meeting was told that RH (Hiscox) sought to 

establish how many members each constituent club in A7CA boasted.  Clubs 

are invited to pass this information – if they wish – to Hazel Gore for onward 

transmission in due course. 

 End of Grace Days. Hazel told the meeting of the end of Grace Days (no, not 

a novel or a true unsolved murder…) but an e-mail from RH (Hiscox) 

reminding members that insurance had to be renewed on or before expiry 

date or it became invalidated.  The note is attached to these Minutes. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 
 

25.  The next (committee) meeting will be held at 11.00 am on Sun 9 Oct 16 in the 

Meeting Room of the Dun Cow, Dunchurch  CV22 6NJ.  Clubs are advised that up 
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to 20 people can sit round the table although this number can be increased if the 

tables are removed.  Also, those who wish to attend and who wish to partake of 

refreshment in the form of luncheon are asked to order and pay for their nosh on 

arrival. 

 

26.  There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1.00 pm and the Secretary 

bowed out wishing his successor all the best in the post. 

 

 

 

All 

 

 

 

       Chairman: …………………………………….. 

 

 

 October 2016     Secretary: ……………………………………... 
  



The Jack French Garage Project 
 

Report to the A7CA Committee Meeting - Sunday 10th July 201 

The Project is now progressing well with the Atwell Wilson Motor 

Museum located in Calne, Wiltshire.   

 

The Museum 

 

The Atwell-Wilson Motor Museum is a small but expanding 

collection of cars, motorcycles, commercials and memorabilia 

housed in modern buildings and maintained to a high standard by 

volunteers. 

 

Calne itself is a picturesque coaching town located to the A4 in a 

noted tourist area of the Country which includes Stonehenge, Avebury and Bath etc.  The Bristol A7 

Club have held their annual gathering on the Museum's event fields in the past. 

 

Planning Permission 

 

Wiltshire County Council have decided that planning permission will be required and the application 

for this has now received very valuable help from Colin Danks of the PWA7C and very successful 

Bert Hadley competitor.  Colin is a professional Town Planner who is very familiar with planning 

applications as part of his day job and the process is now well underway thanks to his experience and 

effort. 

 

We have received some indicative prices for laying a concrete base at the Museum and once the 

planning permission is obtained this will be the next stage together with re-assembling the Garage at 

an intermediary site to allow much work to be done prior to delivery to the Museum. 

The original roof panels and trusses were in a very poor state and the recent donation of the cost of 

new roof panels has been gratefully received.  This new roof will use much original timber and it is 

hoped that this pre staging can take place over the winter, ready for re-erection at the Museum in the 

spring of 2017. 

 

Simplicity Replica 

 

The planned centrepiece of the Jack French Garage exhibition has always been planned to be a 'replica 

chassis' in the Jack French style (ie lots of holes…..).  We are delighted to announce that the task of 

building this has been enthusiastically taken on by Graham Beckett and his 'Thursday Crew' based 

near Lincoln. 

 

As many may know, Graham is now the owner of Jack's 'Simplicity' and is vigorously campaigning 

it in the Bert Hadley and other competitions.  Graham and his team were also responsible for building 

and maintaining the Lincoln Centre's Trials Special and were apparently looking for a new challenge.  

So there could be no better team to take on this task.  They are fully committed to building an exhibit 

that can be sat in and 'operated' by adults and young people so that they will be able to see the 

workings of the steering etc.  In addition, they plan to build one side of the chassis as Austin standard 

and the other side as modified by Jack and colour code these changes in Jack's signature yellow paint. 

Recent donations of parts for this project include a Rad Shell kindly provided by Gill Davies. 

  



Beaulieu 2016 

 

Publicity for the Project had another boost by a presence at the 750MC Beaulieu meeting last weekend 

which was blessed with good weather and went very well.  

 

As the theme this year was Competition Cars the Jack French gazebo joined a cluster of cars, 

including Simplicity, and tents from the PWA7C and the 750 Historic Trophy which together put on 

an excellent show. 

 

New contacts were made with a number of interested people from a range of organisations and these 

will be added to the mailing list of the project going forward. 

 

   
 

 
 

Charlie Plain-Jones 

9th July 2016 

  



Beware the end of renewal 'Grace Days' 

 

For most of us, driving without valid insurance is a risk that's simply not worth taking.  Apart from 

the possibility of acquiring points on your licence and a fine, the potential consequences of an 

uninsured accident are shocking.  That's why sensible motorists never leave themselves open to the 

possibility of being stopped by the Police for driving without valid insurance cover. 

 

The MID is the central record of all insured vehicles in the UK.  Managed by the MIB (Motor 

Insurance Bureau), it's used by the Police and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) to 

enforce motor insurance laws and reduce the social impact of uninsured driving.  Please remember 

that there are no 'days of grace'.  If instructions to renew a policy aren't received by the renewal date 

or, ideally ahead of it, the insurer has no option but to lapse the policy.  To make absolutely sure that 

you have continuous insurance, you should put some sort of reminder into your diary or set an alarm 

on your mobile phone or computer.  RH will send you an automatic renewal reminder between 21 

and 25 days before renewal but you may be on holiday when it arrives or the postal service may even 

fail to deliver.  One way to avoid the problem altogether is to pay your premium by direct debit.  

Whether you're time poor or time rich, this is by far the easiest and most worryfree way to guarantee 

peace of mind at renewal time as your policy will be renewed automatically.  

 

Whether your RH policy is due for renewal or you would simply like to discuss your individual 

insurance requirements, call RH on 0333 043 3911 or e-mail classicuw@ers.com.  We’d love to hear 

from you. 

 

Emma Airey 

 



Austin 7 Clubs' Association

Financial Report 1 January to 30 June 2016 £ £

Balance 1 January 2016 32,567.03

Receipts January-June 2016
Magazine sales 1,354.00

Sale of back numbers 7.00

Subscriptions for 2016 75.00

Magazine distribution recharged to clubs 500.91

Receipts Identifying Austins Booklet 25.00

Receipts Warwick DVD 32.17

Advertising 786.14

Interest received 0.00

Receipts for Jack French Garage Project 0.00

Sale of binders 36.00

Insurance Payouts 0.00

Archive sales 96.00

Digital Archive Receipts 0.00

Other miscellaneous income 5.00

Total receipts 2,917.22

Payments January-June 2016
Printing magazines 3,083.20

Magazine distribution 533.10

Identifying Austins Booklet Costs 0.00

Subscriptions (ie FBHVC) 30.00

Room hire for meetings 584.24

Binders Costs 0.00

Insurance 2,139.70

Archive costs 1,264.01

Archive purchase 0.00

Digitisation of Archives Project 977.24

Website cost 59.99

Officers expenses 596.96

A7CA contribution to Jack French Garage project 0.00

Total payments 9,268.44

Balance June 2016 26,215.81



Analysis of Account balances at the end of June 2016:

Lloyds: A7CA Funds 5,063.00

Lloyds: Jack French Garage project fund 1,711.90

Scottish Widows 19,917.79

26,692.69

Payments Jan-Jun
Expenses Roger Brown Registrar 42.00                             

Lavenham Press 2016 A Postage 186.48                           

Lavenham Press 2016 A 1,552.00                        

Expenses Chris Garner 85.25                             

Expenses Phil Baildon 214.95                           

Expenses Chris Garner 79.50                             

Chris Charles Travel to Archive Training Day 21.35                             

Expenses Hugh Barnes Digi Project 472.46                           

Nick Turley Digi Project Trophy Cleaning 150.00                           

Gaydon Jan meet room hire 151.12                           

Chris Garner Reimburse Safehold 157.50                           

Chris Charles Reimburse Prink Ink Archive 26.99                             

Howard Annett Postage and Expenses 158.80                           

Insurances Routen Chaplin 2,115.70                        

Expenses Dave Martin 109.75                           

Hamps CC Training Course Cost 108.00                           

Chris Heeley Reimburse Wine/travel 38.48                             

Hugh Barnes HLF travel/lunch 45.00                             

Expenses Chris Garner 63.75                             

Expenses Roger Brown Registrar 42.00                             

Lavenham Press 2016 B 1,720.00                        

FBHVC renewal 30.00                             

Expenses Howard Annett / postage 139.02                           

Jim Watts Signs Archive Cost 198.00                           

Expenses Dave Martin 127.25                           

Gaydon Apr meet room hire 433.12                           

Chris Charles reimburse Dropbox 79.00                             

Safe Store Trophies to 6/2017 576.00                           

Expenses Chris Heeley Print Ink 84.98                             

Chris Charles reimburse A7CA web hosting 59.99                             


