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The site was originally the home station of 21 Operational Training Unit, Bomber 
Command, responsible for training aircrew to fly Wellington bombers. The airbase 
remained operational until the late 1950s when it became a fire training centre. Formerly 
run by the Home Office, it is now part of the Capita Group. phoenixetc run the events.

It is located in the Cotswolds AONB, 1½ miles from the centre of Moreton-in-Marsh and a 
c.25 minute walk to the station for trains to London, Oxford (e.g. for a day trip). The 
entrance is clearly sign-posted and has good sight-lines when exiting.

The Conference & Events Manager (Nick Akerman) is friendly & helpful and is keen to 
have our event there. He seems to be very willing to make arrangements that will suit our 
requirements.

Dates:

School holidays tend to start from around 15th July, so our initial idea of 11th - 17th July 
will just miss these. To encourage families to attend, we could slip this by a week to 18th - 
24th July. (The FSC is being asked to provide accommodation for the Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham, 27th July - 7th August 2022 so we won't clash; they would also 
prefer our later dates.)

Site:

There is parking for 800 vehicles among 4 car parks.
P1 could be used as our central space (e.g. driving tests, etc) with the cars parked around it 
on a large grass area; it has c.120 marked spaces.
P2 would be ideal for moderns & trailers.
There are several other hard-standing areas available.

The sports field will take 500+ cars easily (they have had 1000), but this is rougher grass 
and seems to be used for camping.

The 'hub' of the event would be the Four Shires mess building which has a large foyer. We 
could set up a large reception/registration table and a notice board for standing instructions 
and day-to-day information. Upstairs there are 4 meeting/conference rooms of varying 
sizes which could be used for the organisers office, an Archive display, a shop (for Clubs 
to sell regalia, etc) and a map room including details of routes and places to visit. There is 
a rack containing tourist brochures in the entrance.

There are several under-cover options for the autojumble and display of special cars: the 
Sports Hall gym (with double fire doors for entry), the Four Shires foyer, and the 
Appliance Bay (like a large hangar) which houses their fire engines and is the biggest but 
is a little way from the centre of the site. The gym has a tough floor but autojumblers 
would need to bring a covering to put heavy/sharp/rusty/oily parts on.

Among the training facilities there is a section of motorway (known as the M96) which used
to be one of the runways - the BSAOC used it as part of their rally.

There is a chapel which is open 24 hours a day. A simple non-denominational service is 
held every week on Thursdays at 13:00 hrs, to which all are welcome.

They offer free use of the sports complex facilities, including fitness centre, sauna and 25m 
swimming pool. There are 2 tennis courts.

There is an extensive wooded area which would be great for children to play in, make dens, 
etc. (They do Forest School sessions there.)

No dogs are allowed on site (except assistance dogs).
The site has a 20mph speed limit.



Accommodation & Camping:

- 300 doubles (30 of which can be twins), £50+VAT / room in three blocks. One of these 
(Braidwood) has 100 slightly superior rooms (at a slightly higher cost).

- 100 singles, £47+VAT in a fourth block.
All rooms are en-suite with towels, TV, free wi-fi, tea & coffee facilities, Gideon bible, etc. 
The rooms are of Premier Inn standard. There are laundry facilities in all the blocks and a 
meeting room in Braidwood.

We would organise the room bookings and tell them – they will send us a spreadsheet to use
for this. They would like to know at least 95% of the bookings a month in advance, but can
make minor changes at 24 hours notice.

There is a shop in the foyer of Four Shires which sells a selection of convenience items 
including toiletries, basic non-prescription medication, newspapers, magazines, stamps, 
telephone top-ups, drinks and snacks. A 24-hour vending machine for snacks and hot & 
cold drinks and a cash machine is also available there.

Their website mentions a Muster Bay coffee shop located in the main Administration 
building which can provide a late breakfast, mid-morning snack or light lunch.

They have plenty of space for camping & campervans (but no electric hook-ups unless they 
hire generators). Nick Akerman emphasised that they are not a campsite, and frankly 
admitted that camping was a PITA for them. They have to hire skips & portaloos and 
provide water stand-pipes & waste disposal facilities. The Sports Hall will be made 
available 24/7 for toilets & showers.

Catering:

The Connections Restaurant will seat 400+ people. It can be provided with a dance floor. 
There is a moveable screen which can close off about a quarter of it.

The kitchen is a large area suitable for help yourself buffet meals. It has a pizza oven and a 
curry station. All dietary requirements can be catered for. They are flexible on how the 
meals are provided, e.g. meal tokens. They prefer to have meals pre-booked, but can be 
flexible (min. 24 hours notice). They have found that people tend to sign up for more meals
once they realise how good the food & restaurant is. There is a set fee for the food rather 
than individually priced menu items.

We can bring drinks into the dining room and they can provide wine from £14/bottle.
They can provide various special evening meals, such as a waitress service sit-down meal at
c.£30 a head or a barbecue at c.£18 a head.

Dinner & breakfast: £19+VAT per person. 
Breakfast (full English) is £10+VAT per person
There are two licensed bars: the London Bar and the Edinburgh Lounge; the latter can be 
used as a private bar if required. They usually have guest beers and can arrange our choice.
Their prices are pub rather than hotel. The London Bar has pool tables, air hockey, darts 
and table football, as well as satellite TV offering Sky and sports channels. The Edinburgh 
Lounge is better for those seeking a quiet space.

We could ask a local brewery (e.g. Prescott, Donnington or Hook Norton) to brew a special 
Austin 7 Centenary Ale which could be sold in bottles and on draught in the bar.

They can provide unlimited tea & coffee from urns/sachets if requested (£250+VAT).
On-site catering: Ice-cream van (Fri/Sat/Sun?), Sandwich/lunch bar (Fri/Sat/Sun?). Ask 
FSC if these would be possible.

Costs:

Each package fee is bespoke. The actual cost of parking space would be minimal (c.£2 per 
car if there was no other use of facilities).

Nick Akerman suggested an initial deposit of £1500.

For the BSA Owners' Club International Rally (10-17 August 2019, 200-300 camping), the 
facility hire fee including showers in the sports complex, portaloos, etc was £8500 +VAT 
(this cost was mainly for the campsite).



Security:

This is excellent. There seems to be only one entrance onto the site, which has a gatehouse 
and barriers, presumably manned 24/7. Visitors are signed in, preferably notified in 
advance. Everyone has to wear a lanyard with a named badge. This can be a nuisance 
(could get lost or forgotten, gets into your food or engine, etc), so it may be better to ask if 
they will accept an armband system (cf. Beaulieu Autojumble) and a windscreen sticker.

Miscellaneous:

At Warwick there was the opportunity for the public to wander in and look at the cars, etc. 
This wouldn't be so easy at the FSC, especially given their security. An Open Day might 
not therefore be possible (check with the FSC and BSAOC).

A suitable logo should be designed.
Drone photography (by permission in advance). Maybe arrange cars so that they spell out 
'Austin Seven 100'?

Ask the local Scout Group or Air Cadets, etc, to do the traffic marshalling and rubbish 
collection, etc.

BBMF flypast? (ask Ian Grace, VMR).

Journey times from Moreton-in-Marsh (not using motorways) according to Google Maps:

Plymouth 3¾
London 2¼
Bristol 1½
Swansea <2½
Oxford <1
Cambridge 2¼
Nottingham 1¾
York 3¼
Glasgow 5½

Rob Jones (BSAOC Membership Secretary) was very helpful with advice and recommendations. 
Their programme was:
Sat: Welcome & gathering. Evening buffet meal.
Sun: Rally with photographs, then a run along the length of motorway on site (M96).
Mon: Rally at the Moreton-in-Marsh Cricket Club who are very helpful. They arranged lunch there 
(catering by the Travelling Kitchen).
Tue: Coach trip to a local attraction (the Black Country Museum – 1½ hours away).
Wed: Run to Armoury Road, Birmingham (where BSAs were made) then lunch at the National 
Motorcycle Museum. Certificates awarded to all visitors to the former factory site.
Thu: BSAOC committee meeting. Dinner/dance in the evening.
Fri: Optional runs – various run packs provided. Barbecue in the evening with music.
Sat: depart

The BMW Club (motorcycle owners club) have been there 3 times; Jim Lepley (Treasurer) was very
positive about it all; he & his wife were happy to come all the way from Fife.  
www.thebmwclub.org.uk/nationalrally.asp

Lotus 7 Club: 21/22 September.  www.lotus7.club/whats-on/graham-nearn-memorial-blat-21st-
%E2%80%93-22nd-sept

Attractions nearby:

Towns (within c.20 miles):
- Moreton-in-Marsh
- Stow-on-the-Wold (5½ miles)
- Chipping Campden (8 miles)
- Bourton-on-the-Water (Motor Museum, Model Village – 9½ miles)
- Chipping Norton (9½ miles)
- Broadway (11 miles)
- Burford (16 miles)
- Stratford-upon-Avon (18 miles)



- Winchcombe (18 miles)

Houses & Gardens, etc (within c.20 miles):
- British Motor Museum, Gaydon (21 miles)
- Sezincote House & Garden (3 miles)
- Bourton House Garden (3¼ miles)
- Chastleton House (3½ miles)
- Batsford Aboretum (3½ miles)
- Cotswold Falconry Centre (3½ miles)
- Snowshill Manor & Gardens (9 miles)
- Cotswold Farm Park (Adam Henson; 11 miles)
- Hidcote Manor Gardens (11 miles)
- Kiftsgate Court Gardens (11 miles)
- Hook Norton Brewery Tour (11 miles – must be pre-booked)
- Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway, Toddington (14½ miles)
- Cotswolds Discovery Centre, Northleach (14½ miles)
- Compton Verney (16 miles)
- Broughton Castle (16 miles)
- Charlecote Park (18 miles)
- Blenheim Palace (19 miles)
- Chedworth Roman Villa (19 miles)
- Bugatti Owners Club, Prescott (20 miles)
- Longbridge is 40 miles away

Pubs, Restaurants, etc (within c.5 miles):
- The Bell Inn, Moreton-in-Marsh
- Yellow Brick Cafe, 3-5 Old Market Way, Moreton-in-Marsh
- Mermaid Fish Bar, 23 High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- Locojo's Pizza Takeaway & Delivery, Moreton-in-Marsh
- Redesdale Arms Hotel Restaurant, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- White Hart Royal Hotel and Eatery, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- The Revolution Café, 3 Cotswold Link, Moreton-in-Marsh
- The Swan Inn, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- The Cotswold Tearoom
- The Marshmallow
- Martha's Coffee House
- Victoria Coffee House
- Cotswold Café, A44, Little Compton
- The Red Lion, Little Compton, GL56 0RT
- The Greedy Goose, A44, Chastleton, GL56 0SP
- More TBA

Hotels, B&Bs, etc (within c.5 miles):
- Redesdale Arms Hotel, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- White Hart Royal Hotel, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- The Swan Inn, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh
- More TBA

Welcome pack suggestions:

Map of the site (from FSC), map of Moreton-in-Marsh marked with HoReCa, shops, petrol 
station, etc. Plaque, Mug? Tea towel? Pen? 

Leaflets from all the towns and attractions listed (these are already available in the entrance 
to the main mess building).

Copies of OS map (150/151/163/164). Perhaps provide a bespoke map centred on M-in-M 
with each entry? Ordnance Survey: c.£12 ea, The Map Centre: £18 (UK Map Centre: no).
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