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1. Apologies for Absence

Hugh Barnes Archivist
Nick Borst-Smith Devon Austin 7 Club
John King Dorset Austin 7 Club
David Kenney Solent Austin 7 Club

2. Introductions

Everybody introduced themselves to the meeting.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes agreed as accurate. 
Proposed by Gill Davis, Seconded by David Charles.

4. Matters Arsing 

No Matters were arising.

5. Officer Reports

Chairman – Nick Turley

I want to start by mentioning Zoom. I know a lot of clubs are using Zoom actively, notably the 
Scottish and Cambridge clubs and the Yorkshire Group of the Pre-War Austin 7 Club. I believe it is
very important in these difficult times, and those clubs that are actively using Zoom are getting a lot
of social benefit out of it, from quizzes to technical forums, demonstrations and films. I would urge 
those clubs that aren’t using it to seriously consider using it. I am making a personal offer of help to
anyone who wants it, to help you get your club get started.

 
There is a massive team effort going on for the Centenary Rally preparations. It must be said that 
we still haven’t yet got a contract with the venue which is very frustrating. This has been caused by 
the pandemic as the staff have been on furlough until recently. There is a team of negotiators 
speaking to the college and the negotiations are going well, although not yet complete. We hope to 
have a conclusion to these negotiations by the end of the month. Although it is unlikely we will 
need them, we are looking at alternative venues just in case. The chances of us needing another 
venue are remote but we want to make sure and don’t want to be doing things at the last minute. We
have got a certain amount of sponsorship for the event, notably our Insurance Partners at RH have 
been generous and have committed £15,000. There is a small sub-group working on sponsorship 
who are just putting together a video about it. I would urge any clubs that have money in the bank 
to consider giving some of it towards the Centenary event. The event is going to be the biggest 
event ever so the more money the organising team can get towards it, the more activities they can 
be put into it.

It is a week-long holiday event, and it is planned that there will be something for everybody in 
every sense. For those clubs that have not yet offered to help, I would urge all of those clubs to 
consider getting in touch with the Sponsorship Team or David Cochrane or Paul Lawrence and 
indicate that you’re prepare to help in some way. The organising team will then offer you some task
or job to do. The more people involved the lighter the load for individual people. Individual people 
have already committed substantial amounts of time and effort but we definitely want to share the 
load as much as possible, so I would urge that everybody makes a small contribution if they can.

An offer from me is that if any of your clubs would like to have a speaker for your members on 
Zoom to give an update on the Centenary and ask any questions, please contact me and I can 



arrange that for you.  The reaction so far to the Centenary has been fantastic. We already have over 
600 people expressing interest on the website in being there. Clearly there is an enthusiasm and the 
venue we have is superb, so I would urge you all to get involved as early as possible.

I’d like to say the Officers from the Association have been doing their level best on your behalf. I 
don’t wish to mention any particularly by name because the effort has been pretty unilateral but 
there is one new Officer I’d like to draw to your attention and that is our new Insurance Liaison 
Officer, David Mawby. The significance of this post is that we have never had it before and we 
would like you to help raise awareness through your magazines and other communications. David 
is there to be the liaison between policy holders and the insurance company. It’s not just a matter of 
dealing with complaints or difficulty, although part of it does involve that possibility, but it’s about 
encouraging and persuading, from the Austin 7 point of view, RH to improve cover or levels of 
service. So far that does seem to be beginning to work very well so I hope you consider the new 
Officer is worth being on the team.

Comments – No Comments 

Secretary – Paul Lawrence

Nick Turley has mentioned David Mawby’s new role of Insurance Liaison Officer. A press release 
has been written and shared with club editors about this role and some clubs have included it in 
their Newsletters. I will circulate the press release again to editors as a reminder for those that have 
yet to include it.

It is likely that face-to-face meetings will not be allowed for some time yet and whilst this is a 
shame in many ways, it does provide us with an opportunity to try something different by meeting 
on Zoom. There is no doubt that there are several positive aspects of having our Association 
meetings in this way which include allowing more people to join in from far-flung corners and 
reducing travel, which for some people can be a significant distance.
Thank you for getting up early this Sunday morning to attend this meeting. We are experimenting 
with the early start in the hope that it will enable and entice our overseas members to join in with 
Association activities.
 
The last year has been unusual to say the least and there is no doubt that most of your club’s 
traditional events have been curtailed, being replaced with Zoom meetings and other virtual 
activities. However, please can I remind you to remember to consider the Young Person’s Toolkit 
and the initiative to offset the carbon footprint of our hobby when your committees meet, as 
hopefully, before too long, normal service will resume for us all and it would be great for us to 
make some tangible progress with these initiatives.

With that in mind, many of you may not realise that on the Austin Seven Clubs’ Association 
website there is a map showing the location of club meets. You can access this map by clicking on 
the link on the right-hand side of the Home Page entitled ‘Looking for your Local Austin Seven 
Club’. Please can I ask that you familiarise yourself with that map and point any new people who 
show an interest in getting involved to the map so they can find a club in their local area. Also, if 
you could have a look to check your information is accurate and if not let the Webmaster Adrian 
Payne know, so he can update your details. 
I am currently working with the Insurance Company to finalise the Austin Seven Clubs’ 
Association Public Liability Insurance for the coming year. Once I have the documentation, I will 
share it with all Full Member, UK-based Clubs.



The organisation for the Centenary Rally in 2022 continues in earnest and many of you have been 
involved in this over the last few months. We will be talking more about this later but whilst I have 
the floor, I would just like to mention that we are looking for someone to take on the lead co-
ordination role for technical demonstrations. This does not mean you have to put on your overalls 
and give the technical demonstrations yourself, it is more about contacting potential demonstrators, 
who could be professionals or competent amateurs willing to give a demonstration to others on a 
particular issue of Austin Seven maintenance, restoration, or day-to-day running, and then co-
ordinating the programme. If you would be interested in this role, please can you let me know. 
That is all from me for now,

Comments – No Comments

Treasurer – Chris Heeley

Treasurer Report – January 2021 meeting
Period October to December 2020

Invoicing fell into late September and early October.  I am pleased to say that all amounts were paid up 
without any chasing by me. Thank you to all clubs, you have made my life a little easier and it is very much 
appreciated.

A reminder (repeat from last quarter's report) – Back in January 2018, the Association committee 
suggested raising the cost of the magazine. Its principal form of income, the cost had been unchanged since
the 1970s and we were making a steady loss in the years to 2018. At the 2018 AGM, the represented clubs 
voted in favour of a staged uplift in cost to £1.50 per copy in 2019 and a further uplift in 2021. Next year 
the cost of the magazines will be invoiced at £2.00 each. Hopefully, you will all agree that the cost still 
represents excellent value when compared to shop-bought magazines.

Debtors amount to £0.00 at the end of December.

Significant payments this quarter:
Archive storage for Lubenham was be paid in early October. It is unchanged at £3360 incl VAT.

Cash in Current Account (Lloyds) at 31st December 2020 is £30,454.94. 
This is a lot healthier than the past few year-ends due to having no debtors, but also the increase in the 
magazine price. This has brought the Association back to a small overall profit again and better able to 
weather any near future print cost increases, funding of the 2022 centenary (to a degree) and the retention
and expansion of the archive. The Accounts can be seen at Appendix 1

Comments – Howard Annett confirmed that copies of the 2021A Magazine were just about to 
be sent out to clubs. 

. 
Advertising Manager – Ruairidh Dunford

Following my invitation to all current advertisers to re-advertise in 2021, all accepted with one 
reducing their advert from 1/2 page to 1/4 page, this allowed us to accept a further 1/4 page advert. 

As agreed a 3% annual increase was levied on all fees again this year.

Mike and I continue to liaise on advertising matters and I am delighted to see a small number of 
private adverts returning to our most recent issue.

Comments- No Comments 



Archivist – Hugh Barnes (read by Paul Lawrence)

The effects of the virus continue to have quite an impact on work in the Archive. In the last quarter, 
I have managed only one visit to Lubenham, which is a shame as there was much work I wished to 
get on with, in terms of ordering the ways things were shelved and dealing with a pile of materials 
come to be known as ‘Ephemera’ that had grown during the assessment of the collection. I am 
hopeful that the coming months will give me greater opportunity. However, that doesn’t mean that 
work has stopped.
 
I have been able to carry on with digitisation of some new materials which have been published 
already. I am, as ever, grateful to a number of people who have made donations – particularly a new
addition to the Engineering drawing collection a General Assembly schematic of the Boat-Tail and 
more recently, some fascinating drawings of the Bowdenex brake conversion. My thanks go to 
Gavin Boswell and Dennis Nicholas respectively, for their kindness. I must note the efforts of Nick 
Turley who has re-digitised the entire Engineering drawing collection in the last few weeks (a not 
inconsiderable task) which will give far better images than we had before. A new catalogue has 
been prepared and I am hopeful all the technical work for a re-publication will happen soon into the
new year. Acquisition by purchase of appropriate items continues and I have bought 3 or 4 
Brochures in the last few months, already scanned and ready for publication soon. Also by purchase
and some subsequent donation is a photograph collection and other materials of Harold Biggs, one 
of the founder members of the 750MC (there is still a Trial named after him).
 
One area that I have mentioned before that I wish to enhance is that of contemporary, good quality, 
photographs. A lot of 65 photos was offered in a recent auction which I bid on. I decided I could go 
to a maximum of £500, not wishing to be profligate with Archive funds. The lot went for £1600 
when Buyer’s premium had been added. I am left a little perplexed as to whether that is a bench-
mark for similar lots in the future. I am clearly of the opinion that the collection was not worth such
an amount and will limit my bidding similarly in future.

One area where there has been progress is the negotiation at the Triumph Club’s (our landlord) 
request to move to a different room in the complex. They have completely re-jigged and decorated 
the new accommodation to our requirements and have put in a fire suppressant system in the room 
below for extra security. As things stand, the move will take place at the end of January. Though as 
with everything else, that is obviously not set in stone. The room is slightly larger than our current 
one and will give us the opportunity to house the collection of Austin Press cuttings, currently cared
for by Stuart Ulph. I very much look forward to the day when I can next host an Open Day and you 
can all see the new set-up.

Finally, I must declare my personal delight that the good that has come out of Covid is the universal
use of Zoom, which has been embraced so wholeheartedly by the Association. I am particularly 
happy that this allows the attendance of our overseas members to the meetings. I am only sorry I am
not able to be here myself, but ironically, I am overseas, but 6 hours behind you. One thing that has 
been done quite effectively is Zoom presentations of the Archive collection and website and I 
would like to extend an invitation to those overseas groups to have the same opportunity. If that is 
of interest, please do get in touch directly by an email to the Archivist.

Comments – No Comments



Editor – Mike Costigan (read by Paul Lawrence)

I have nothing of great importance to report: articles and readers’ letters continue to arrive in my 
mailbox on a regular basis – I have a sufficient back-log to overfill a complete issue, which means I
am able to select appropriately to provide a balanced Magazine. However, I would like to repeat my
plea for technical articles: the Austin Seven movement continues to attract new members, and I 
consider it vital that they should not be afraid to tinker with their cars. When I started my motoring 
I had no mechanical aptitude, but financial restraints meant I had no option but to tackle even quite 
major work in order to stay mobile. I’m not looking for articles involving extensive engineering 
facilities, but we need to encourage the owner to be able to perform the simple maintenance tasks 
and problem-solving which was expected when the cars were new – the sort of things that many of 
us take for granted.

Again, may I remind you that my tenure of the Editor’s seat is not infinite! Now is the time to be 
asking for a volunteer to take over the post; my three-year stint will be completed by the end of 
2021, and I would like to see a replacement lined-up for 2022. I am aware this would mean that a 
new Editor would be taking over for the Centenary year issues, a challenge which some may relish, 
whilst others may be put off by the responsibility of overseeing this most significant year; I am 
prepared to continue for that year if necessary, either as full Editor, or as mentoring Editor, but must
stress that I will be vacating the ‘hot seat’ by the end of 2022 at the latest.

Comments- No Comments 

Registrar – Peter Hales

I would like to thank all the people that have sent me information about new cars or 
changes/corrections to the Register.

Since the hand-over in August I have received almost 100 enquiries which have resulted in 18 new 
entries to the Register and 51 updates. Below are the year-to-date numbers for new entries on the 
Register.

Month (2020) New Entries Updates
January 8 -
February 7 -
March 6 -
April 3 -
May 14 -
June 9 -
July 6 -
August 20 22
September 2 7
October 9 12
November 4 6
December 3 4

I would like to encourage all member clubs to help improve the quality of the data in the Register. 
The Register currently has 12310 entries but: 967 have no chassis number, 1784 have no 
registration number and 2866 have no engine number. Could all clubs please help improve this 
data.



I have undertaken a quick analysis of the correspondence that i have received and the 5 main 
reasons (in order of frequency) for contact with the Registrar are;

1, e-forms for new cars or updates
2, e-mails asking for more information about their car
3, e-mails giving more information about their car or a car they used to have
4, e-mails asking the register to details such as replica or special from a car description
5, e-mails asking for help trace a car

In the link below is a pdf that can help you identify your Austin 7
http://archive.a7ca.org/wp-content/uploads/IdentifyingAustin7Booklet.pdf

Comments – David Rock Evans pointed out that he had tried the link on the website but it came up 
with a blank screen and didn’t appear to be working. David Cochrane confirmed it was working 
yesterday. No other problems were reported 

Webmaster- Adrian Payne (read by Paul Lawrence) 

Visits to the website and social media platforms have been staying pretty constant.

I believe Paul has requested member clubs to check their meeting place details on the website 
including the interactive map. To date I have had just 1 change request. Please let me know if 
anything needs updating.

I have also somewhat optimistically uploaded the events calendar for 2021, so if you think there 
might be a chance of some events planned for this year then please let me know the details and if 
you wish I will also post them on social media.

Requests through the Webmaster email continue as usual. In the last quarter:
      6 requests for the whereabouts of a particular car.

1 membership request.
1 valuation request.
1 parts request.
2 requests to reunite memorabilia with current owners (great when that happens)
and an offer from Albert Einstein to boost our website presence…

Comments – No Comments

6. The Future of Petrol Stations for Vintage Cars

Tim Griffiths gave a presentation about the future of petrol stations and how this could affect 
vintage cars, a precis of which is shown below:
 
Back in February I posted to the Austin Seven Facebook Group about the decision to bring forward 
the date when the sale of petrol and diesel cars would be banned. At that time it was to be 2035. 
Today's news is that the date is going to be brought even further forward to 2030.
My concern was not that we couldn't keep our Austin Sevens. There is no way that they would ban 
petrol cars, only the sale of them. Rather, my concern was that the inevitable fall in the number of 

http://archive.a7ca.org/wp-content/uploads/IdentifyingAustin7Booklet.pdf


petrol driven cars on the road, even before the date of the ban, would prompt a rapid reduction in 
the number of filling stations.

The fact is that back in the 1960s there were 40,000 petrol stations in the UK and by 1992 they 
were down to 19,000. The number now is about 8,350, so we’ve got about one fifth of the petrol 
stations we used to have and on occasions I have found it difficult to find a petrol station when out 
for a run in our car. The rate of decrease has reduced but it is still slowly heading downwards, and 
my concern is that now the ban has been introduced that slope will start to increase and we’ll see 
more and more disappear.

The response from a number of Austin Seven owners back in February was that 'it will never 
happen'. 'If it does happen it won't be for some time because electric cars don't have enough range'. 
'If they improve, there will still be enough petrol cars on the road that will need fuelling, so why 
worry'. And the usual accusation of scaremongering. I have no interest in scaremongering and I 
don’t think at this point in time there is any great need for panic, but five or six years down the road
it might be time to start panicking if we don’t actually plan for the eventuality that we are not going 
to have a filling station to go to.

As the number of petrol filling stations reduces the number of electrical charging stations is 
increasing at quite a substantial rate and, as time goes by, that number will increase more rapidly. 
At the moment there aren’t many electric cars on the road but as they do appear those charging 
points will multiply.

The range of electric cars is increasing to about 250 miles, the charging time is coming down and 
you can now do a charge in 10 minutes, so all the practical barriers to electric cars are disappearing.
Most filling stations are owned by oil companies or superstores. The fact is the oil companies took 
over decades ago and independents were knocked out of the market. When the superstores started 
using filling stations as a loss-leader, they wiped out more independents and now we are in a 
position where tight margins mean that to make a success of a filling station you have to turn it into 
a convenience store that happens to sell petrol. At this point any loyalty to selling petrol has 
disappeared and you are basically a shop and petrol is just another product. That product could just 
as easily be an electric charging point and not petrol. The Petrol Retail Association believes that one
in three visits to a petrol station doesn’t involve buying petrol.
 
The big oil companies are recognising this now and will have no loyalty to petrol. They have had 
PR problems with things like oil spills and they will want to reposition themselves to electric 
charging. Shell no longer sees themselves as an oil company, they are an energy company and have 
bought Charge Master, who operate a wide range of sites and manufacture charging points. There is
no loyalty to petrol or keenness to keep it going. Obviously, there are still petrol car out there but 
how long will that last for?
 
The average life of a modern car is currently eight years, and they have a greater range than an 
Austin Seven and can cope with petrol stations being further apart. Austin Sevens will be starved of
fuel long before the decade is out. The amount of miles done by old cars is about 0.2% of the total 
so no commercial operator would want to keep their pumps open for the small amount fuel being 
sold. This won’t be solved at Government level. The Government, oil companies and superstores 
won’t come in and rescue old cars, it’s going to be down to us to do something about it. There are 



lots of us with great spending power so if everyone can be pointed towards the issue of solving the 
problem of where we get our fuel from, something can be done.

Early last year the FBHVC had nothing about this as a potential problem, they were concentrating 
on the issue of ethanol in petrol and preserving availability of low ethanol fuels at filling stations. 
This will be irrelevant if there are no filling stations. However, two days after the announcement 
saying when the banning of internal combustion engine cars was going to take place, they published
their response where they said they would be focusing their activity in three areas. Two of these 
areas were about fuel being an issue and lobbying to make sure fuel is available. Lobbying won’t be
enough as it will be a commercial decision, so we will need to find an alternative way to get fuel in 
the years to come.

It’s pointless attracting younger people into the old car movement if they know that well within 
their life-time they are going to have problems running that car.

What I’m saying is that we need to start doing something. We need to start looking into the options 
and seeing if it’s possible to do something for ourselves like setting up filling stations and going 
back to how it used to be in the old days, with a couple of pumps by the roadside, run by enthusiasts
or maybe attached to a workshop or something, and actually make a network that enhances rather 
than avoids the issue.

(The Powerpoint given will accompany these Minutes when sent to club by email. If anyone wants a
copy of the Powerpoint please contact Paul Lawrence). 
  
  Comments:

Charlie Plain Jones said that since Tim’s presentation last January about off-setting the carbon 
footprint he has taken steps himself to offset the carbon footprint of his holiday and joined the Shell
Go scheme which offsets all his driving automatically. He didn’t take issue at all with Tim’s 
argument but felt that maybe the analysis may be a bit incomplete and likened it to when he was 
told many years ago not to buy an older car as there would soon be no tyres available for it, but this 
proved to not be the case. He felt that BP and Shell won’t sit back and do nothing. ‘Battery Cars’ 
will come but if 20% of our vehicles are electrified a new National Grid would be required and if 
all vehicle were electrified, we would probably need another five or six National Grids to supply it. 
Hydrogen cars are now beginning to enter the debate and he felt there will be filling stations 
supplying electricity, hydrogen and probably with a petrol pump for some time to come. He said 
that Tim had definitely raised an issue but didn’t feel it was as apocalyptic as all that. 

David Cochrane felt this was something that could be raised with he FBHVC as opposed to trying 
to plough our own furrow. Tim agreed and felt we need to keep a watching brief on the situation as 
engineering problems are often solved and the companies have a few years yet to work on solutions
to allow wider electrification of vehicles which will lead to fewer petrol stations.

David Cochrane pointed out that in countries such as Australia they have greater problems than we 
do and are not allowed to go out in their cars unless part of an official club run 



7. Centenary Rally

      Covered in Chairman’s Report

8. AOB

 Gary Edwards had contacted the Association and offered to arrange a JoGLE of LEJoG in 
the Centenary Year (2022) and had been invited to attend the Association meeting to gauge 
interest. Gary explained that he thought the run could be planned on pre-1939 roads. Gill 
Davis has previous experience of organising such an event and Gary will liaise with Gill for 
advice. There was a general feeling that motorways should be avoided.

 Andy Lowe asked if anyone knew what had happened to the SUNBAC club. They had been 
active up to the 1980s but now appeared to have vanished. Nobody had any knowledge of 
what had become of them.

 Phil Baildon showed a replica ‘Winged Wheel’ mascot that he had been given by Ian 
Brough for the Archive.

 Peter Lawson asked when clubs were planning events for this year. There was a general 
feeling that events will not start properly until the Autumn although getting accommodation 
will then be difficult due to demand. 

 David Cochrane showed a flyer for the Centenary celebration being organised by the Austin 
7 Club of Victoria at Warrnambool between Saturday 9th April and Thursday 14th April 
2022. Enquiries to 2022rallyinfo@gmail.com. A copy of the flyer can be seen at Appendix 2 

 Chris Blower, who took over the van register about one year ago, said it was going well 
over 30 people having been in touch. The last one he had recently was a van registered in 
April 1939 and is 42 numbers from end of production. 

9. Date of Next Meeting

Sunday 11th April 2021 – 9am – Annual General Meeting – Zoom

Appendix 1

Austin 7 Clubs' Association
Financial Report 1 January to 31 December 2020 £

Balance 1 January 2020 28,396.35
Receipts January-December 2020
Magazine Sales 19,855.65
Sale of back numbers 67.00
Subscriptions for 2018/9 420.00
Magazine Distribution Recharged to Clubs 0.00
Receipts Warwick DVD 0.00
Advertising 3,756.00
Interest Received 0.00
Receipts for Jack French Garage Project 0.00

mailto:2022rallyinfo@gmail.com


Sale of Binders 96.00
Insurance Payouts 0.00
Archive Sales 2,279.00
Digital Archive Receipts 0.00
Other Misc Income (Australia Donation) 300.00
Production Changes Book 85.00
Index Booklet Receipts 0.00
Hiscox Adverts Receipts 0.00
Total receipts 26,858.65

Payments January-December 2020
Magazine Print and Layout Costs 10,520.76
Magazine Distribution (postage) 2,405.41
Production Changes Book 4.20
Index Booklet Costs 0.00
Subscriptions (ie FBHVC) 30.00
Jack French Garage Project Costs 0.00
Room Hire for Meetings 122.72
Binders Costs 0.00
Insurance 2,391.23
Archive Costs 4,830.32
Archive Purchases 814.16
Digitisation of Archives Project 0.00
Website Cost 160.69
Hiscox Rebated Payments 661.00
Officers Expenses 8,176.32
A7CA contribution to Jack French Garage project 0.00
Total payments 30,116.81

Analysis of Account balances at the end of December 2020
Lloyds: A7CA Funds 29,248.89
Lloyds: Jack French Garage project fund 1,206.10
2022 Accrual Fund 0.00

30,454.99
Plus 7603,59

in Rally
Specific
Account

Payments Oct-Dec

Archive Purchase L Sheldrick reimburse
            
221.48 

Jump D&P Design Mag 2020D
          
2,090.00 

Treasurer reimb stamps
              
32.52 

Jump D&P Postage 2020D
            
296.00 

Mag Postage reimburse Howard Annett
            
285.22 

TSSC Lubenham Archive Store
          
3,360.00 

Chairman expenses, Garner (incl Arch purchase)
            
117.00 

Archive Purchase H Barnes
              
44.80 



Editor Reimburse Costigan (incl Archive purchase)
              
70.69 

Website Vimeo Reimburse Charles
              
59.94 
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