
THE AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS'
ASSOCIATION

Past Presidents: Donald Doughty, Stanley Edge, 
Bert Hadley, Freddie Henry, Bob Wyatt

Austin Seven Clubs’ Association Committee Meeting 

held on Zoom

Sunday 11  th   July 2021 at 9am

Present

Nick Turley Chairman
David Cochrane Vice Chairman / Pram Hood Register 
Paul Lawrence Secretary
Mike Costigan Editor 
Ruairidh Dunford Advertising Co-ordinator / Scottish A7 / GE
Peter Hales Registrar
Adrian Payne Webmaster
Nick Salmon Centenary PR
Gerald Mullord PWA7C
Stewart Robinson PWA7C
Dave Booth PWA7C
Janet Edroff PWA7C (North Herts Centre) 
Sally Barker Bristol Austin 7 Club
Harry Hales South Wales Austin 7 Club
Richard Bishop Devon Austin 7 Club 
David Aylmore Devon Austin Seven Club
Gill Davis Cambridge A7 &VCC
Sarah Mason Cornwall Austin Seven Club 
Terry Bonner Essex Austin 7 Club
Peter Lawson Essex Austin 7 Club
Roger Ballard Dorset Austin Seven Club
John King Dorset Austin Seven Club
Rick Bishop Midlands Austin Seven Club
David Rock Evans VAR
Steve Clarke On-line Austin Seven Club
Roger Price On-Line Austin Seven Club
Michael Ward Hereford Austin 7 Club
William Cuddy Irish Austin 7 Club
David Grear South Australian Austin 7 Club 
Mick Ward Tickford Register 
Derick Sheldon Rosengart Register UK
Jim Blacklock Arrow Register
Lorna Mountford Swallow Register
Charlie Plain-Jones Historic 750 Formula
Nigel Barfoot Austin Ex Apprentices Association
John Taylor Austin Ex Apprentices Associatio



1. Apologies for Absence

Chris Heeley Treasurer 
Hugh Barnes Archivist
Phil Baildon Historian
Paul Maulden Norfolk Austin 7 Club
Andy Lowe Midlands Austin 7 Club
Andrew Fallon Dutch Pre-War Austin Seven Owners

2. Introductions

      A roll call was conducted, and attendees identified.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Agreed as accurate and unanimously agreed.

4. Matters Arising 

      No matters arising 

5. Officer’s Reports – The Officer Reports were circulated prior to the meeting and 
comments invited. There were no comments or questions in relation to the Reports 

     Secretary – Paul Lawrence

There isn’t a great deal of business to report for this quarter, although we are still looking 
for a new Treasurer to take over the reins from Chris Heeley so please do help us to 
identify a suitable replacement for Chris. A hand-over period and support will be given to
the new person in the role. Chris has done a sterling job for us (no pun intended) but it 
really is time we gave him a well-earned rest.  

Hopefully all full member clubs now have copies of the Public Liability Insurance for this
year, but if not let me know and I will ensure you get a copy of the documents. It’s 
brilliant that some of you actually need it now to attend some long-awaited events. 

As you might expect, as we get closer to the Centenary Rally, the organisation of the 
event has been dominating Association business for the last few months.

Thank you to all of you who have responded to me in relation to the Centenary Rally 
presentations to club committee on Wednesday 14th July, Friday 16th July and Saturday 
24th July. It is essential that committee members from your clubs are informed about the 
scale and significance of this celebratory event so they can speak to your membership 
with knowledge and confidence and enthuse the entire Austin Seven community about 
this world class event. If you are yet to share the invite with your committee members, 
please do so and encourage them all to come along to one of the presentations.

      Treasurer – Chris Heeley

     Treasurer Report – June 2021

     Period January to June 2021

Main expenses came in the form of expected magazine production costs.

The Archivist has been busy finding items to add to the archive, but they are relatively 
low value items.



Cash in Current Account (Lloyds) at 30th June 2021 is £20,757.93 (and excludes 
£7,715.12 in the Centenary event account which is managed separately by David Lucas).

The stampede to replace me as Treasurer has resulted in no candidates.  Please let one of 
the committee know if you are interested in the role.  I will support any hand-over fully.

I was recently asked to provide an estimate of how much money could be taken from 
Association funds to help with the costs of the 2022 celebration rally.  The figure that I 
put forward was a maximum of £25,000.  I am hoping/expecting to have around £10k in 
the account by the time I come to raise this years invoices.  The surplus on this years 
income should be in the region of £10k also.  I then added half of next years surplus – this
would probably only be achieved by invoicing 2022 magazines etc earlier in the year than
I normally do, but hopefully our clubs will be understanding of the 2022 situation.

I would appreciate any comments in regard to the potential expenditure.  It could be that 
the clubs would rather we do not spend all of our available funds on the rally and they 
must make this clear sooner rather than later.

My usual reminder: Please can you make sure that any cheques are addressed to The 
Austin 7 Clubs Association.  Lloyds sometimes reject cheques that do not match this 
exactly.

The Accounts for this period can be seen at Appendix 1.

Advertising Manager – Ruairidh Dunford

Nothing significant to report this quarter.

      

       Archivist – Hugh Barnes 

Archivist’s Report – July 2021

Once again, I am sorry not to be able to be with you today as a result of attending a 
family wedding.

I shall keep this report brief. The major item to report is the move of the Archive to a new
room in the TSSC complex at Lubenham. We were asked to vacate our existing room to 
enable the TSSC to rent a contiguous set of rooms that were broken up by our occupancy.
We were offered a room that they were happy to completely refurbish to our 
specification, a room that has proved to be greater in square footage and has enabled a 
better layout giving ‘research stations’ and wall space that we will gradually embellish 
with materials from the Archive collection. We were also able to return to the collection 
the set of press cutting binders that had been stored by Stuart Ulph. I am very hopeful that
the continued lifting of restrictions may permit the holding of an Open Day later in the 
year.

I would like to thank the group of volunteers who helped with the move. 



Acquisitions continue and we have bolstered the collection of late with some Spanish 
items – some brochures printed by Spanish dealerships and a period magazine containing 
an article on the Pena Austin – a ‘sporting club’ based in Barcelona in the late 20s. Again 
I must mention Stuart Ulph in this context, researching the Spanish connection having 
followed up on photos in the Gladys de Havilland album. This has revealed quite 
significant, and perhaps surprising, popularity for the Seven in Spain at the time. We have
also acquired a nice lubrication chart for the Big Seven dated July 1937. But specific note
must be made of the extraordinarily generous donation from Ian Brough of a replica 
radiator cap ornament of which he has had small number made. This involved 3D 
scanning an original, 3D printing the basis of a mould and then getting the replicas cast 
and finished:



Finally I am beginning to start the planning of the Archive Displays at the Centenary 
event in earnest and have circulated an appeal for volunteers to all Clubs to include in 
their newsletters. I have very much made the point that with the extensive nature of the 
planned displays, this is not a task that one person can achieve. Offers of help will be 
gratefully received.

      Editor – Mike Costigan

      2021C is now printed, and may well have been delivered to the Clubs by now. 

In January 2019, I agreed to take on the Editorial post for three years, which means that 
2021D, on which I am now working, should be my last issue. At the time of writing, I am 
not aware of any offers to take over the Editorial post; I have previously stated that I am 
prepared to continue into the Centenary year, and am also prepared to help and mentor a 
new editor during that time, but I will be stepping down no later than 2022D. Now is the 
time to be finding a replacement!

In 1972 we ran a special Golden Jubilee issue of the Magazine with a Gold cover, and 
repeated the idea with Diamond and Platinum covers in 1982 and 1992; Should we be 
considering something similar for one of the Centenary issues?  Another idea I am 
considering is to replace the ‘wings’ logo on the cover with our Centenary logo for all 
four issues – would this find favour, or should we stick with the traditional design? 
Comments, and any other ideas, will be greatly appreciated!

Articles and readers’ letters continue to arrive in my mailbox on a regular basis, but I am 
always happy to receive more, so if you, or someone you know, has something 
worthwhile to contribute, please don’t be backward in stepping forward! Good quality 
photographs are especially welcome.



Registrar – Peter Hales

A very short update this time. Now with correct months.

Since the last Association meeting I have received 85 emails which has resulted in 16 
new cars being added to the register and 10 significant updates.

Month (2021) New Entries Updates

April 7 2

May 6 6

June 3 2

The work to standardise formats and data types is ongoing.

Again I would like to thank the people that are sending me updates or information about 
cars missing from the register.

Webmaster – Adrian Payne 

This quarter's report will be mainly analytical which might be of interest to some!

Our webpage received 2600 visits, with visitors looking at an average of 2.8 pages. The 
most visited page was the chassis register followed by the member clubs page.

Of the 2600 visitors 2400 were new to the site so only 200 were returning visitors. As I 
said to Paul recently, I believe few members visit the site regularly which is why few 
people entered the latest RH Insurance competition. On the bright side this meant that I 
won a lovely bottle of Prosecco.

Foreign visitors to the site were a little surprising with China coming third after the UK 
and USA.

Facebook has had 211 visits in the last quarter with 20 new likes. 617 people have now 
viewed the Austin 7 Centenary event page on Facebook.

Anyone still awake!

If there is anything anyone would like included on the website or social media, please let 
me know.

Insurance Liaison officer – David Mawby 

I have had a lot of questions from members over the last few months following the posts on 
the Austin Friends' Forum regarding premium increases. Quite a few members have seen 
premiums increase, one of the main items which has shown up is the increase in cost of the 
Legal Protection Cover and there has been a general 5% increase in premiums for RH classic 
car policies.

Following discussions with both Ruairidh and Hugh comparisons have been made between 
policies offered by other brokers and RH insurance and we have found that the policy offered
to us by RH does have far more included than most of the others. 



Like most of us we would hope that we are offered the best premium available on our 
renewal invitation, but we have found that if we call RH to discuss renewing, then they will 
often reduce the price. I am lead to believe that for all insurance policies this is going to stop 
and there cannot be special offers for new policies, so this should smooth out premiums.

I have also asked Emma about what is special about the policy offered to A7CA members, as 
it is believed by many members that we are given special benefits, what actually transpires is 
that we are given a regular policy from RH but with an additional 10% discount.

I have also been asked to find out what the RH insurance position is regarding LED 
headlights: this is a very simple answer, we as classic car owners are responsible to keep our 
cars in a roadworthy condition as required by law, and if any member is unsure then they 
should obtain an MOT. 

I am aiming to start a regular question and answer page with Emma Airey to go into future 
issues of the Grey Mag, hopefully this will cover many sections of our insurance policies and 
give clarity regarding items such as parking you Austin Seven away from home over night, 
etc.

6. Centenary Rally

Nick Turley gave a presentation about the Centenary Event to be held at the Fire Service 
College, Moreton-in-Marsh from 19th to 24th July 2022. This consisted of a PowerPoint 
presentation which included a video that has been aimed at potential sponsors.

7. Motion to divert £25,000 of Association Funds to Centenary Rally 

Following a short debate a proposal was made that the motion be changed to divert
£20,000 of Association Funds to the Centenary Rally with the option to divert an extra
£5000 at a later date if required. 

(Note that whilst all Associate clubs and Registers can contribute towards any debate it is
only full member clubs that have voting rights).

Clubs in Favour 

Dorset Austin Seven Club, Cambridge Austin Seven & Vintage Car Club, Bristol Austin
Seven Club, On-line Austin Seven Club, Hereford Austin Seven Club, Devon Austin Seven
Club, Pre-War Austin Seven Club, Midlands Austin Seven Club, Essex Austin Seven Club,
Vintage  Austin  Register,  South  Wales  Austin  Seven  Club,  Scottish  Austin  Sven  Club,
Bongtree  Austin  Seven  Club  (vote  cast  after  the  meeting),  A7OC  (vote  cast  after  the
meeting).

Clubs not in Favour

Norfolk Austin Seven Club – vote cast after the meeting 

Abstained 

Cornwall Austin Seven Club -Vote cast after the meeting as technical problems during the
meeting

Motion Carried

6. AOB – No AOB taken

 



7. Date of Next Meeting

Sunday 10th October 2021 9am

Appendix 1 

Austin 7 Clubs' Association
Financial Report 1 January to 30 June 2021 £

Balance 1 January 2021 Current A/C 30,454.99

Receipts January-June 2021
Magazine Sales 268.00
Sale of back numbers 100.00
Subscriptions for 2018/9 5.00
Magazine Distribution Recharged to 
Clubs 0.00
Receipts Warwick DVD 0.00
Advertising 0.00
Interest Received 0.00
Receipts for Jack French Garage Project 0.00
Sale of Binders 0.00
Insurance Payouts 0.00
Archive Sales 5.00
Digital Archive Receipts 0.00
Other Misc Income 0.00
Production Changes Book 10.00
Index Booklet Receipts 0.00
Hiscox Adverts Receipts 0.00
Total receipts 388.00

Payments January-June 2021
Magazine Print and Layout Costs 5,396.76
Magazine Distribution (postage) 1,322.93
Production Changes Book 0.00
Index Booklet Costs 0.00
Subscriptions (ie FBHVC) 30.00
Jack French Garage Project Costs 0.00
Room Hire for Meetings 0.00
Binders Costs 0.00
Insurance 2,419.24
Archive Costs 676.00
Archive Purchases 224.82
Digitisation of Archives Project 0.00
Website Cost 0.00
Hiscox Rebated Payments 0.00
Officers Expenses 15.31
A7CA contribution to Jack French Garage project 0.00
Total payments 10,085.06

Account balances at the end of June 2021



A7CA Current A/C Balance 20,757.93
2022 A/C Balance 7,715.12
Total Balance All Accounts 28,473.05

Payments Apr-Jun
Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                 20.92
Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                   7.60
Expenses Editor Costigan Postage                 15.31
Postage 2021B Howard Annett               340.01
Archive Purchase Costigan                 12.52
Dropbox - Archivist                 95.88
FBHVC Membership                 30.00
Magazine Jump D&P 2021B            2,035.00
Postage Cost 2021B Jump               296.00
Safe Hold Storage               576.00
Ulph Storage Archive               100.00
Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                 50.00
Archive Purchase Costigan                 54.82
Brainstorm 2021C               360.00
Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                   8.47
Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                 17.00
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