
THE AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS'
ASSOCIATION

Past Presidents: Donald Doughty, Stanley Edge, 
Bert Hadley, Freddie Henry, Bob Wyatt

Austin Seven Clubs’ Association Committee Meeting 

held on Zoom

Sunday 10  th   October 2021 at 9am

Present

Nick Turley Chairman
Paul Lawrence Secretary
Chris Heeley Treasurer 
Peter Hales Registrar
Ruairidh Dunford Advertising Co-ordinator / Scottish A7C / GE
Howard Annett Back Issues & A7OC 
Stewart Robinson Pre-War Austin 7C
Chris Roberts Bristol Austin 7 Club
Andy Lowe Midlands Austin 7 Club
John King Dorset Austin Seven Club
Peter Lawson Essex Austin 7 Club
Paul Maulden Norfolk Austin 7 Club
Roly Alcock Hereford Austin 7 Club
Roger Price On-Line Austin 7 Club
David Rock-Evans VAR
Ian Clayton Irish Austin 7 Club 
Chris O'Mahony Irish Austin 7 Club
Mick Ward Tickford Register 
Derek Sheldon Rosengart Register UK
Jim Blacklock Arrow Register
Nigel Barfoot Austin Ex Apprentices Association

1. Apologies for Absence

David Cochrane Vice Chairman / Pram Hood Register
Hugh Barnes Archivist
Mike Costigan Editor
Phil Baildon Historian
Adrian Payne Webmaster
Charlie Plain-Jones 750MC Historic Formula 
Sarah Mason Cornwall Austin 7 Club
David Aylmore Devon Austin 7 Club
Ken Hickman Devon Austin 7 Club
Alan Billington On-line Austin 7 Club
Andrew Fallon Dutch Pre-War Austin Seven Owners



2. Introductions

      A roll call was conducted, and attendees identified.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting

Agreed as accurate and unanimously agreed.

4. Matters Arising 

      No matters arising 

5. Officer’s Reports  

     Secretary – Paul Lawrence

A lot of effort has been going into organising the Centenary Celebrations at Moreton-in-
Marsh in July 2022 and this activity has really dominated the focus of the Association 
over the last year. Many people have been working very hard to make this a success. 
There have been a few curve balls thrown at us along the way, but thanks to the hard 
work and commitment of those involved we have managed to steer a course through these
challenges and are set to deliver a world-class event.

Charlie Plain-Jones has also been working flat-out in relation to the Prescott Festival and 
this also promises to be a very memorable occasion indeed.  

For those who wish to celebrate the Centenary in adventurous style the South Wales 
Austin Seven Club are in the process of organising an End-to-End run with a difference. 
They are very much in the planning stages, but the differences include no motorways, an 
extended period to do it (in fact there is a time limit that you must not be quicker than!) 
and photographic checkpoints to reduce the need for marshals.  No doubt they will be in 
touch soon to tell you more about it. 

We really are looking for some volunteers to take on some of the Association Officer 
roles. These pleas are not just aimed at committee members but really must be shared 
with the membership of our clubs, through our newsletters and publications, to find 
some willing and able volunteers. The tenure system was introduced to keep new blood 
flowing through the veins of the Association and it is incumbent on all of us to do our bit 
for the good of the Austin Seven community.

Chris Heeley has been in the Treasurer's role long past his planned tenure, Mike Costigan 
will be leaving the Editorial post at the end of 2022 and Adrian Payne will be stepping 
aside from the Webmaster's role at the AGM next April.

I think it would also be interesting to explore a Young Persons Officer role in the future 
to help support and encourage younger people to get involved and I will be giving this 
some thought over the coming months.  

Requests have been coming through for copies of the Association Insurance so that is a 
clear indicator that things are slowly returning to normality.

Comments - None

Treasurer – Chris Heeley

Period July to September 2021.

Main expenses came in the form of expected magazine production costs.

The Archivist has continued to find items to add to the archive, with several purchases 
that I am sure he will mention in his report.



Cash in Current Account (Lloyds) at 30th June 2021 is £17,558.55 (and excludes 
£12,036.36 in the 2022 event account which is managed separately by David Lucas).

I will add a note to say that I have completed the annual invoicing of all member clubs at 
the end of September.  The values are therefore not shown in the accounts with this 
report.  The number of ‘undelivered’ emails and responses to say that ‘this person has 
moved on’ have been less (so far!).  Some of the larger amounts have already come in in 
early October and I am grateful to all clubs for their prompt payment.  
If you have not received an invoice from me please send me an email to 
treasurer@a7ca.org and I will put this right.

The post of Treasurer is still open.  I am sure that there is someone out there amongst 
the many members that can handle a simple spreadsheet.  I will fully support any 
handover – have a think: you could have the honour of being part of the committee in 
the Centenary year.

Howard Annett continues to work his magic in posting out the majority of the magazines, 
I don’t perhaps mention this often enough.  Howard has a franking machine and is very 
diligent in finding the most efficient ways of sending the magazines out.  He then pays 
the postage and provides me with a detailed breakdown and single amount to be refunded.
We, as an Association should be very grateful to Howard for doing this over many years 
without any fuss.  I thank him.

I must also express my thanks to the Centenary event organising team.  I opted out of any 
responsibilities early on.  I work full time and have three children and two old cars 
requiring my attention (plus the treasurer work).  I felt that it would be unwise to take on 
any further work knowing that I would not be able to give it the full effort that it would 
need.  I do keep track of developments and the incredible amount of work that is being 
contributed.  It is heartening to hear of A7 enthusiasts from far and wide that are eager to 
get booked in – including a German contingent today.

My usual reminder: Please can you make sure that any cheques are addressed to The 
Austin 7 Clubs Association.  Lloyds Bank sometimes reject cheques that do not match 
this exactly.

      A copy of the finance sheet can be seen at Appendix A

Comments - None

Advertising Manager – Ruairidh Dunford

Nothing significant to report but I will be writing my letters to the advertisers in the next 
week or so to encourage them to renew their adverts for the coming year in the 
Association Magazine. We do have a queue of people waiting but we always offer them 
to people have advertised in the previous year first and if they decline then another person
can take their place. 

Comments - None

Archivist – Hugh Barnes 

Archivist’s Report – October 2021.

I am hoping to be with you today, but I already know I shall be somewhere where an 
internet connection will be a challenge. My apologies if I don’t make it on-line.

Work on the Archive has continued but at a much reduced pace as a result of my 
involvement in Centenary planning – both specifically for the Archive displays and the 
wider aspects of the event. As other will no doubt report and testify, this is ramping up to 
become an all-consuming task at the moment.

mailto:treasurer@a7ca.org


However, this does not mean that Archive acquisitions has been suspended. In fact, the 
last few months have seen an absolute purple patch of new items being added to the 
Archive. The downside is my other involvements have meant that I haven’t had the time 
to carry out all the admin required when new items are added with the paperwork, 
cataloguing, digitisation (where appropriate) and addition to the website (again, where 
appropriate) and a significant backlog has built up that I will try and get through in the 
coming weeks and months.

The first items to mention are those that have come from Adli Halabi. This is a name that 
may not be familiar to many of you, but those older members connected to the 
Association may recall that Adli was Association Registrar in the early days and, as one 
of the few people who had a ‘personal’ computer at that time, was responsible for 
creating the first computerised Chassis Register. The Association has much to thank him 
for for his efforts at that time. The first item that I must mention is the 1929/30 ‘Military 
Album’, clearly a one off ‘hand-made’ album featuring some 14 or 15 large high quality 
photos of military 2-seaters. It is known that this album was purchased from Argentina 
when Aldi acquired it and there is not an unreasonable assumption that it was produced to
help a sales drive with a Government agency. It was an extraordinary donation of an item 
that has considerable value. It has undergone some conservation since acquisition.

As a result of this donation, I have had on-going contact with Adli that has resulted in a 
larger parcel of donated items – many of which are extremely rare, unusual and valuable. 
The price list poster that was displayed on the 1932 Olympia Motor Show Austin stand is 
another example along with the original artwork for the cover of the 1937 December 
edition of the Austin Magazine.
Adli has donated many other artifacts that I am working through at the moment and will 
report on at future meetings.

Another item that has been donated that I must mention is a superb ‘Austin Service’ 
enamel sign, given by June and David Price of the Bristol Austin 7 Club. This was part of
their personal collection of enamel signs, and is a very welcome addition to the Archive.

I am hoping that all these items will be on display at the Centenary event.

I had hoped to organise an Open Day at the Archive this Autumn, but finding time to 
arrange that is proving difficult; however it is still very much on my ‘to do’ list and I hope
there will be an opportunity in the relatively near future.

Arrangements for the Archive displays at the Centenary event continue apace, though I 
am still short of volunteers who would be prepared to take on responsibility for aspects 
of the presentations. As I have said before, this is a simply not a job for one person and 
will be an impossible task without people coming forward. Similarly, I will be standing 
down as Archivist in April 2023 and I am hopeful that one of the people that helps with 
the Centenary displays will be moved to volunteer to take on that role.

Pictures of recent acquisitions can be seen at Appendix B

Comments – Nick Turley said that Hugh has been incredibly active and has a massive   
task in front of him as far as the Centenary is concerned, but has also masterminded the 
physical move of the archive which has gone very well.  

Editor – Mike Costigan

Nothing special to report from the Editorial Chair; everything is running smoothly, 
2021D should be with all Clubs by now.

This issue completes my three-year stint as Editor. As promised I am prepared to see a 
further year as Editor, but NOW is the time to be looking for my replacement – I shall be 
happy to help a new incumbent with the workings of the post but I must emphasis that 



2022D will be my last issue. The post is not a demanding one and would be ideal for a 
younger member with journalistic ambitions or an established member with useful 
contacts! Don’t be shy – I was unconfident of my abilities to fulfil the role, but soon 
found my feet and have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Editor. Technical support is 
always available from the Editorial board, and hopefully I will be able to pass on a supply
of potential articles and authors to ease the transition – it is not the Editor’s job to write 
the articles (although there’s nothing stopping him either!)

Registrar – Peter Hales

Since the last Association meeting I have received 82 emails which has resulted in 21 
new cars being added to the register and 11 significant updates.

Month (2021) New Entries Updates

July 2 3

August 13 6

September 6 2

I have received a number of requests to help find a car. Usually I direct people to the 
relevant club but some cars (like DXB 400) are not on our register. Any information 
about DXB 400 would be greatly appreciated it is a Ruby that has been off the road for 
20+ years.

Again I would like to thank the people that are sending me updates or information about 
cars missing from the register.

Webmaster – Adrian Payne 

Not much to report, everything is ticking over without too much input from me. The usual
email requests for locating a previously owned car and help with finding a local club keep
coming.

The website, Facebook and Twitter pages are still well visited, so with the right (dare I 
say younger) person at the helm, I'm sure our reach could be vastly extended.

The value of the chassis register should not be underestimated as in the last 3 months over
2000 visits to this page have been recorded.

The member clubs should also be pleased that there have been over 600 visits to the 
member clubs pages, showing the value of this resource.

Insurance Liaison – David Mawby 

David has not had any calls in the last two months in relation to insurance issues. There is
nothing further to report. 

6. Centenary Rally – Nick Turley

The Centenary planning is blasting on with an awful lot of work being done by an awful 
lot of people and I am humbled by the amount of work that has gone on. The Fire 
Service College have thrown us a few unexpected curve-balls which have been, and are 
being dealt with. This has interfered and interrupted our timing on the booking process 
but that particular train will be back on the track within a few days. The exact date the 
bookings will reopen is unknown as there is on-going dialogue between the team, but it 
will be soon, and people signed up on the Centenary website will get an email informing 



them. I would suggest those requiring accommodation make the booking as soon as 
possible as it will disappear very quickly. 

The Team working on the Centenary is huge, it was 73 and is growing all the time. There 
is a hardcore of people doing a lot of the work, backed up by teams of people spread 
through different clubs, who will do things such as trailer parking on the day. If any clubs
have not yet suggested they may be able to help please contact Paul.

It still seems a long way off to some people but it is just around the corner. The work has 
been done for many months and we are reaching a point where all the detail have to be 
completed with the I’s dotted and T’s crossed. The site itself is secure so people 
concerned about security shouldn’t have any worry at all.

The booking process works well and a lot of credit has to go to the people who created it 
and worked very hard to prove it and test it.

One thing I would ask you all to communicate to your friends and clubs is please do the 
booking in carefully. It is simple to do but does need doing carefully. The Summary must 
be checked carefully, as once you’ve made the booking you can’t go back. To unravel an 
issue may be impossible or may create a lot of unnecessary work.

I am personally more than humbled as I said at the beginning about the efforts that people
have and are making. It’s fantastic and frankly my job as Chairman is the easiest job of 
all. I’m not going to name them all here now but I’m sure there will be a roll of credit.

The event is looking good from a sponsorship point of view. There will no doubt be the 
odd thunder-cloud over the horizon but it is looking very good at the moment.

Comments - Nigel Barfoot asked about the £25 ticket and if the public were welcome to 
attend. Nick confirmed there is only one ticket price of £25 and that everyone coming on 
the site must have entered by buying a ticket. Only entrants will be allowed on site. 
Entrants, either with or without a car, pay the same. 

John King asked if bookings can only be made for the whole week  – Nick confirmed this 
was the case and explained that the thinking on this is that the amount of 
accommodation is numerically limited so it seemed only right and fair to offer it initially 
to people who want to be there for the whole period. 

Nick said there will almost certainly be some extra accommodation released in the future 
which is likely to give weekend accommodation, but this can’t be promised and he can’t 
say anymore about that.

Ian Clayton asked if the Irish Austin Seven Club will be afforded a small space where 
their members could meet up. It was confirmed that there is a small area that has been 
identified.  

7. Proposal to set up a working group to tackle the subject of filling stations due to the
implications arising from the change to EVs  - Tim Griffiths

   Carried over to the next meeting 

8. AOB 

 Andy Lowe mentioned that the Pre-War Austin Seven Club and the Midlands Austin 
Seven Club have a stand at the Classic Car Show at the NEC November. He also said 
they are talking to the NEC about people having to prove the fact they have had their 
injections or a PCR test before they arrive, therefore people thinking about going to 
the show should read all the information about the show first.  

 Derek Sheldon noticed an email had come in from Nick Salmon confirming that 
Centenary bookings are now open.



 Nigel Barfoot talked about the Pride of Longbridge Rally at Cofton Park in April 
2022  (date yet to be confirmed), where usually 1000 Longbridge produced cars 
attend. The Austin Ex-Apprentices Association are hoping to hire the village hall 
adjacent to the park and would like to include some Austin Sevens, maybe from the 
Midlands A7 Club.

 Nigel Barfoot said he had had a meeting with the manager of the British Motor 
Museum at Gaydon on Friday. They have just launched a membership scheme and it 
might be a nice thing for us to promote through our own media. The museum also 
said they were looking at the Centenary but aren’t sure what they are planning to do 
yet. Paul confirmed that we did have some links with the museum in place in relation 
to the Centenary event. 

 Peter Hales mentioned that a number of their South Wales Austin Seven Club 
members are driving from Land’s End to John O’Groats to celebrate the Centenary.  
Three groups will be doing it, all taking a number of days to do it. They will be taking
a photograph at Lands End, Longbridge and John O’Groats. Peter is organising 
bumper plaques and certificates and will be extending the information to other clubs. 
They don’t want to encourage people to race or endanger themselves on motorways 
and there is a minimum 48-hour time limit. The event will be run between 7th and 
21st April and details will be coming out soon.

9. Date of Next Meeting

Sunday 9th January 2022 at 9am via Zoom.

Appendix A 

Austin 7 Clubs' Association
Financial Report 1 January to 30 September 2021 £

Balance 1 January 2021 Current A/C 30,454.99

Receipts January-September 2021
Magazine Sales 268.00
Sale of back numbers 100.00
Subscriptions for 2018/9 5.00
Magazine Distribution Recharged to 
Clubs 0.00
Receipts Warwick DVD 0.00
Advertising 0.00
Interest Received 0.00
Receipts for Jack French Garage 
Project 0.00
Sale of Binders 0.00
Insurance Payouts 0.00
Archive Sales 502.03 Storage Refund inc

Digital Archive Receipts 0.00
Other Misc Income 0.00
Production Changes Book 10.00
Index Booklet Receipts 0.00
RH/A-Plan Adverts Receipts 0.00
Total receipts 885.03



Payments January-September 2021
Magazine Print and Layout Costs 7,840.76
Magazine Distribution (postage) 1,940.31
Production Changes Book 0.00
Index Booklet Costs 0.00
Subscriptions (ie FBHVC) 30.00
Jack French Garage Project Costs 0.00
Room Hire for Meetings 0.00
Binders Costs 0.00
Insurance 2,419.24
Archive Costs 796.00
Archive Purchases 547.95
Digitisation of Archives Project 0.00
Website Cost 170.26
Hiscox Rebated Payments 0.00
Officers Expenses 36.95
A7CA contribution to Jack French Garage project 0.00
Total payments 13,781.47

Account balances at the end of September 2021
A7CA Current A/C Balance 17,558.55
2022 A/C Balance 12,036.06
Total Balance All Accounts 29,594.61

Payments July to September
Jump D&P 2021C          2,084.00

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               17.00

Jump D&P 2021C Postage             296.00

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               81.26

Expenses Editor Costigan Postage               21.64

Archive Purchase Mike Costigan               30.00

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               82.00

Storage Charge C Garner             120.00

Website Domain Expenses Charles             170.26

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                 8.95

Archive Purchase Mike Costigan               23.92

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               31.00

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               11.05

Postage 2021C Howard Annett             321.38

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes               30.00

Brainstorm 2021C             360.00

Archive Purchase Hugh Barnes                 7.95

Appendix B



Archive Acquisitions 
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