
100 year Anniversary Edition

A celebration of 100 years of the Austin 7 at Moreton in the Marsh, July 2022

A line up of Austin racers including two cars that raced on Southport Beach pre-war



To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our favourite car I have put together some 
text and a few photos of the Moreton in the Marsh event. 

I was able to attend two days of the 100 Year Celebration of the Austin 7 held at the Fire Service 
College at Moreton in Marsh. This is an ex WW2 
RAF Station that has now been taken over by the 
Fire Service College and other government bodies. 
It is a vast site which is well serviced by roads and 
evidence of it’s original purpose can be seen in a 
number of areas.

This event was the culmination of 2 1/2 years of work 
by a large group of Austin 7 enthusiasts, it included 
entries thought to be around 1000 cars and a num-
ber of Austin racing cars loaned from both private 
individuals and a number of museums.

There were also several rooms in the main building 
dedicated to a Pop Up Museum where Austin’s his-
tory was displayed in both art form and in historical display panels telling the story of both the cars and 
the men behind the cars.

The operation and organisation of the Rally was excellent with many volunteers involved in getting 
people on and off the site in a safe and orderly manner. 

The plan was to have 1000 Austin 7’s on the site and around 2500 people in attendance. The general 
public was not admitted and bookings were frozen in February when the sites’ owners maximum num-
bers were reached. 

Many people camped on site and entrants were parked up in roughly age and type order. 

It is fair to say that ev-
ery type of Austin 7 
was on display, and 
in some cases many 
examples of the more 
common body styles 
were on display.

In one of the commer-
cial garages at the 
back of the site was 
the David Mawby and 
Norman Purvis col-
lections of early cars. 
These cars were the 
most interesting, David 
Mawby has been col-
lecting Austin 7’s since 
he was a young boy 



and he brought along 13 cars to display at the Centenary. This 
collection was an amazing group of cars and David’s aim is to 
keep the cars as original as possible, In the collection three cars 
stand out to me as being special. 

These are two of 
Norman Purvis cars, 
OK6995 a 1922 A 
tourer and KC9023 a 
1922  A, with a Doc-
tors Coupe Body.

The third car is 
NK6548 a 1923 
Scoop Scuttle 
Chummy which was 
featured recently on 

the front cover of the Automobile August edition and includes an 
amazing article on the car written by Zack Stiling. This car is just 
as it left the factory with original paint, no starter motor, and its 
original choke control sticking out from the front of the radiator. 

Obviously if the only method of starting the car is cranking it, you need to have the choke close by the 
starting handle !!



This car is known as the Snoxall car as it was found by Stan Snoxall in 1934 and purchased by him 
for £5.00 !

Another car that took my eye was a very early Doctors Coupe which was owned by Norman Purvis 
and looked absolutely stunning. It was built on chassis number 95 and I think it was one of the prettiest 

closed cars on display.  It was adorned by 
a dummy mascot which were produced in 
the 1920’s as a nod to the Austin being 
the “baby car” ! (dark blue car images on 
the previous page)

The winged wheel mascot fitted to a fab-
ric bodied Top Hat is the Austin “Winged 
Wheel” mascot that Austin used on a 
number of their models, this is an intricate 
casting shown above. I would be interest-
ed to know if these are being replicated 
today. (my email is on the last page)

The car was fitted to an early chassis, 
based on a scooped scuttle body made 
by John Heath a number of years ago. I 

understand that a drawing, thought to have been done by Stanley Edge was used to produce this Top 
Hat Fabric Saloon. The vehicle is fitted with carriage door catches, with the  top of the body done in 
linen which had been doped as in the aircraft tradition. 

I understand that Martin Prior had done the 
woodwork on this car and Creative Metalwork 
had done the panels and wings.

So  the vehicle is a creation of what a saloon 
might have looked like if Austin had produced 
one in 1922, a very handsome car which is a 
credit to its creators.

I found my portable cycle ideal for getting round 

the site as these days my arthritic feet are not up to 
walking great distances.

Another car on display with the Mawby collection 
was Norman Purvis’s light Green Scoop Scuttle 
Chummy chassis no 71 which has been restored 
to “as new” condition. 



The registration is OK6995 and is a credit to the re-
storer, the attention to detail is amazing, these ear-
ly cars were not fitted with a speedo or windscreen 
wipers, so the top rail of the windscreen should not 
be drilled. 

This car had a proprietary windscreen wiper fitted 
that is in the shape of a “U” section and fits over the 
top rail of the windscreen. The driver then operates 
this by moving it side to side !  David showed me 
an example of these devices off the car and I have 
included a photo on the left.    

David had also bought along his 1931 very original 
Swallow Saloon, this car is beautifully preserved in its original condition and its full history is known, 

being purchased by Miss Alice Jordon of Peteborugh on November 17th 1931 !

The cars design is based around an Austin 7 chassis and the body was designed by Sir William Lyons 
who first designed sidecars under the name of Swallow Sidecar and Coachbuilding Co.This company  
went on become SS Cars Ltd and later the Jaguar car Company.

At the Rally there 
was an area set 
aside for Swallow 
cars and I was 
surprised at the 
many body styles 
the company pro-
duced, some open 
some closed. 

David had also 
bought along an 
American Bantam 
and a German 
Rosengarth both 



based on the Austin 7 but produced under licence, his examples were in “as found condition”, mainly 
original. 

There were many single seaters cars both old and new, some produced to a very high standard. 

On the Wednesday of the Rally the cars encamp-
ed to Prescott Hill Climb where many of them 
were  driven up the hill to celebrate. 

I decided I would only do two days as I knew 
my ailing feet would not allow me to go to all the 

events on offer. The website of the Association who 
organised the event has video from the Wednesday 
visit to Prescott as well as other video shots of the field 
at Moreton in the Marsh, this is the link:

https://a7centenary.com/

Most of the cars on display 
were organised by age and 
type, there was a line up of 
Opals and a nice line up of 
vans with one of them in Un-
cle Joe’s livery. Mark Jagger 
tells me this was restored by 
Brian Johnson, co-founder of  

the West Lancs Group, and past president. There was a large car park in the centre of the complex 



which was brimming with Box Saloons and 
other 7’s including some AD Tourers and  all 
manner of other Austin 7’s. One area was as-
signed to Specials, and these were fascinat-
ing. 

There were 15 or 20 RTC Specials in lots of 

different styles and one special with a flat twin engine in 
the style of a GN. 

The chassis was clearly Austin 7 but I am unsure what 
engine was fitted. It was running on Castrol R oil and 

when the car was started up it was completely en-
veloped in a dense cloud of smoke ! 

The smell that accompanied the car reminded me of  
the days I used to go to Oulton Park in the 1960’s  
when many of the cars ran on Castrol R. 

On the main drive into the site was this 3/4 scale 
Austin 7 lifted up in the air as a welcome to all en-
trants.

Pop Up Museum

In the main administration building on the first floor 
there were a number of rooms were dedicated to a 
Pop Up Museum. 

Here you could find a vast quantity of art and display 
boards illustrating many aspects of the life and times 
of the people involved in creating the 7. 

Herbert Austin’s life was illustrated explaining his in-
volvement with Wolseley and the Sheep Shearing 
company in the time before he set up the Austin Mo-
tor Company. There was a room set aside to archive 
films and one room to posters produced by the Austin 
company to help sell the vehicles. 

I was impressed with this collection, some of which 
had not been seen previously and had been loaned 
by the artists’ family specially for this event. 





The one of a Chummy out in the countryside gives the impression that there was piles of room in the 
back seats of a Chummy, but as many of you will 
know you are lucky to get two small children in!

Unfortunately most of the posters were behind plas-
tic sheets, so as you can see the reflections tend to 
show through.

In one of the rooms were a number of boards and 
the two at the top of this page made interesting 
reading. 

So many racing drivers of the post war period had 
an association with Austin in one way or another.

No history of the Austin 7 would be complete with-
out mention of Stanley Edge who when he was 18 
was asked by Herbert Austin to work on the design 
of the Austin 7.  

He had been employed by Austin in 1917 at the ten-
der age of 14 !  Stanley spent a few short months in 
1921 working up the design, away from the Austin 
factory at Longbridge in the drawing room of Her-



bert Austin’s Lickey Grange house in Lickey Broms-
grove, South Birmingham. Today the house is in pri-
vate use but Herbert had bought the house in 1907 
and lived there up to his death in 1941. 

He was to go on to work for many of the 1920’s and 
30’s car giants and contributed a lot to both car and 
commercial vehicle design. Later in life he became 
involved with the Austin 7 preservation movement 
and appeared at many events organised by the var-

ious Austin 7 groups. 

Also on display were several unusual Austin 7 
items, one of these was an early hand starting 
device. These were only fitted in the very ear-
ly days, with the driver engaging the starter by 
pushing a button and then pulling the cord to 
turn the engine over. 

I imagine these were not easy to use and short-
ly after an electric starter was introduced.

Another accessory on display was an oil filler for mag engines. 

Anyone who has tried 
to fill up a mag engine 
car will know it’s at best 
a difficult task and this 
device must have made 
it much easier. 

Getting the container of 
oil low enough with all 
the controls in the way 
is difficult and I usually 
end up using a piece of 
drainpipe and a funnel 



to get the oil in the correct place !

The Box Saloons come in all colours pink and yel-
low being just two colours on display.

The Pink car was owned by a couple who had 
owned the car for many years.

I have been watching on Facebook the develop-
ment of the car shown below, the car has been 
produced over the lockdown period by two people 
up in Scotland. 

The two people are Peter Naulls ( woodwork) and 
Ruairidh Dunford ( the chassis engine and running 
gear) , the car has been named “The Highland 
Coupe”  and they have made a super job of the car with echo’s of the late 20’s and early 30’s with a 

slight nod to the Blue train Bentley. 

In my opinion it is a superb car  and they have 
managed to get the proportions just right. 

The interior is finished in red leather and the in-
strument panel set in polished wood which has 
also been inlaid with a discreet line by Peter.

The car has a big lift down boot lid with the spare 

wheel mounted to the lid. The boot is large enough 
to take enough luggage for a weekend with lots of 
spare room. 

The door windows are two-piece sliding and there 
are inset pouches in the door for storage of maps 
and small items. Evan I managed to get in the car 



easily!

There were a number of Austin works racers in 
the main building on display along with an early 
Austin racer that was raced in the mid 20’s at 
Brooklands and known as Mrs Jo Jo seen here 
below.

The car has lived many lives and was very suc-
cessful starting life with Gordon England as 
Streamliner No 2 in 1926. 

Boyd-Carpenter purchased the car from Gor-

don England and at his first race at 
Brooklands came in 2nd at the 90 mph 
short handicap at a speed to 78 MPH. 

It was used by GGL Willis in the early 
30’s and in 1932 is recorded a flying lap 
time of 94 MPH in the Nottinghamshire 
Short Handicap with E F Philips at the 
wheel. 

An outing at Brooklands proved too 
much for the engine and a broken crank-
shaft meant she was retired from ac-
tive racing and changed hands several 
times. She was restored in the 1960’s to 
the body style we see today and has raced in VSCC events from time to time.

I made mention on the front page of the racers on display in the foyer of the main building.

Two of these cars had raced at  Southport and were 
called Rubber Duck cars, Austin had produced 4 
racing cars from 1931 and these cars were very 
successful.

My hero Percy Stephenson (who was a director 
of Hattons the Austin dealership in Southport) ob-
tained one of these cars XA1012 (seen here on the 
left) for the 1935 season and raced it that year but 
it proved to have a number of issues. 

He had previously (in 1934) obtained XA1010 and 
raced it very successfully on the sands winning the 
100 mile race and taking the 100 guineas prize. 

These cars were well sorted out under the watchful 
eyes of  Austin engineers like Jamieson, and Had-



ley but were side valve cars and not the twin cam racers that Murray Jamieson is known for. 

One of the cars was known as the Works Sand Racer, and the image below shows Stephenson at 
speed during the 100 mile 1934 race.

These cars are difficult to tie down as they changed body shapes from time to time. Stephenson ran 
one of these cars in the 1936, 37 and 38 seasons, he then retired from racing and concentrated on his 
political and business interests for which he was Knighted in 1971.

In the 1935 photo, from the local paper (on he last page) Percy Stephenson is no 9 nearest the camera 

and Beatrice Canning describes the car as one of the Ducks 



..... but which one I am not sure, maybe someone reading this can enlighten me !

The photo was taken at the start of the 100 mile race on August 24th, 1935 Charles Goodacre was 
driving a very fast s/c Austin 7 with a Jamieson engine, Beatrice says she thought it was fitted with an 
8 plug  head.

In all there were 4 Austin 7’s racing that day including Stephensons G E Special that he had raced on 
the beach so successfully in previous years. 

Goodacre won the race that day with Stephenson retiring with a fractured front axle, it’s nice to think 
that nearly 90 years later some of the Austin 7’s that were competing at Southport would be at Moreton 
in the Marsh to celebrate the Centenary of Austin’s little 7 ! 

Thanks must go to all the organisers who put so much effort in to put together an amazing Show, thanks 
to all involved.

Martyn Griffiths - Newsletter Editor West Lancs Group, <martyngriff@gmail.com> 

Note: Martyn Griffiths researches the Southport Beach Racing between the wars using the local papers which reported 
the races in detail. Should you have a car that had a Southport history he would be most interested to hear from you.


